
  

 

ST. JOHN VIANNEY’S VISION 

 

St. John Vianney’s is a welcoming and supportive community of teachers, parents and 
children who teach and live by the Gospel values of Jesus Christ. 

We provide a valid, contemporary curriculum that empowers our students to achieve their 
personal best in their academic, emotional, social and physical well-being. 

 

St.John Vianney’s School Parkdale 

St.John Vianney’s School is one of two primary schools in the parish of St.Patrick’s Mentone. St. John Vianney’s 
was officially registered in February 1960 and offers a primary education from Prep – Year Six. As a Parish 
Primary school we offer a comprehensive curriculum in line with national and state requirements built on the 
foundations of our Catholic faith and traditions. Our school is a welcoming environment that seeks to 
contribute to both the local and parish communities through our social justice, community and faith based 
actions.  

The school provides spacious, learning areas that are well resourced and provide students with the 
appropriate tools for a contemporary education. Our learning areas include dedicated spaces for- Arts, 
Indonesian, Physical Education, Library, Technology and instrumental music. Our school grounds offer a range 
of play/recreation experiences for our students including- an oval, adventure playground equipment, passive 
recreation areas, creative play spaces and a kitchen garden area. The majority of our grounds development has 
occurred through the efforts of our parent community with fundraising activities and working bees. 

Our curriculum design follows the Victorian Curriculum F-10 and includes both knowledge and skills defined by 
learning areas and capabilities. Our Learning Areas include-The Arts, English, Health and Physical Education, 
The Humanities, Languages, Mathematics, Science and Technologies. Our Capabilities include- Critical and 
Creative Thinking, Ethical, Intercultural, Personal and Social capabilities. 

Our student experiences are built on the Victorian Curriculum and supported with programs to enrich Student 
Well-Being, Student Leadership skills, Arts experiences, Sports activities and Social Outreach. 

 



“Open Hearts Open Minds” 

Each year, in addition to our school Vision Statement we have a special school theme. In 2019 this is 
“Open Hearts Open Minds”, as a school community we will conduct a range of activities during 2019 
that will reflect that our school community is open to caring for each other and learning in all areas 
of the curriculum. 

 

Curriculum Initiatives 2019 

Classroom Structure- creation of 2 classes per level:  

Enables a greater ability to mix children socially 

Enables collaborative planning for teachers 

Is supported by the Victorian Curriculum 

STEAM 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Art & Mathematics  

To be taught in 4 week blocks to each class by Gabbi Davoren 

Aim to build knowledge and interest in STEAM 

Literature Appreciation/Bookclub 

Program for Yr.6 students 

Working in small groups, reading the same text, discussing plot, characters, etc 

Aim to build interest in reading as a personal pursuit and develop an understanding of the writers 
craft 

 

You Can Do It Program 

Program developed by Psychologist Michael Bernard of the University of Melbourne in the late 
1980’s and has been refined continually and used in 5000 Australian schools as well as schools in 
New Zealand, United States, England, Romania and Greece 

It’s a Social Emotional Learning Program for increasing the achievement and Well-Being of children 
and adolescents 

Each class has a lesson per week on an aspect of Well-Being, the lesson is taught by Anna Melia and 
supported by the classroom teacher  

YCDI focuses on 3 types of social/emotional learning that moderate the achievement and well being 
of young people 1) Learning Dispositions 2) Social Skills 3) Emotional Resilience 

 

 

 



Arts Curriculum- Performance 

This year we have introduced a Performance Arts teacher who will teach all children from Prep – 
Year 6. The program is designed to develop the performance skills, confidence and self-esteem of all 
students. The program will include aspects of performance, singing and dance. 

All students will again participate in a contemporary dance program throughout term 2, this 
program STOMP, was most successful in 2018. 

Instrumental music lessons in keyboard and guitar will continue with our sessional teachers, details 
regarding these programs and the applicable fees can be obtained from the school office. 

School House Colours 

In 2019 we have introduced House Coloured teeshirts for all students, the design was created by 
Elisa Humphrey and Zoe Calabrese, two of our Year 6 students. These teeshirts are to be worn at 
School events such as our cross country, athletics and any other school based activity where children  
are asked to wear their house colours or family groupings. 

 

School Focus Areas 

 

Literacy and Data Assessment 

Introduction of the Benchmark Assessment System to better identify the reading and 
comprehension skills of students across Prep to Year 6 

Program implementation is being led by Emma Strom who is assisting teachers with the 
implementation phase and will then assist with teaching focus 

This program is designed to build the reader’s skills in comprehension not just their ability to read 
the words 

 

  
Handwriting & Presentation 

In our preparation days at the start of the year, as well as planning curricula for the year we also 
have professional development topics. One of these topics this year was based on how we can 

improve the  handwriting and presentation skills of our students. 

This session was led by an Occupational Therapist, Lara Callaghan, (one of our parents) who gave the 
staff very valuable input regarding  the physical skills required for students to be successful writers, 

the breakdown of letter formation into motor function and the links between brain function and 
handwriting. 

Following this input we, as a school, are placing a greater focus on the handwriting of our students. 

 

 



Numeracy 

This year we are part of a special program of professional development offered by Catholic 
Education Melbourne focussing on the development of Maths skills in Geometry. Most of our 
classroom teachers will be attending a range of full day professional development activities. 
Geometry is a key to developing the thinking skills required across all areas of mathematics.  

Religious Education  

This year we are part of a collective with St.Louis de Montfort’s and St.Brigid’s schools to look at how 
the Religious Education curriculum can integrate with inquiry based learning and be developed 

alongside Catholic Education Melbourne’s, Horizon’s of Hope education framework. This collective 
will require our Religious Education Leader, Kerry Slater, along with selected members of staff to 

attend planning and implementation sessions that will hopefully help to give a contemporary face 
and relevance to our Religious Education Program. 

   

  Digital Technologies 

St.John Vianney’s School is an accredited eSmart School, the eSmart Schools program provides a 
framework that guides the introduction of policies, practices and whole-school change processes to 

support the creation of a cyber safe or eSmart environment.  

Listed below are some simple steps to help keep your child safe in cyberspace: 

Get the tech stuff out of the bedroom- all internet enabled devices should be in a common 
area of the house 

Parental monitoring is vital- walk past your child and see what they are doing 

Don’t over monitor- remember no-one wants a Facebook stalking mum or dad. Did you 
know that Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest & Snapchat requie account holders to be 
at least 13 years old. 
Don’t respond to abuse- make sure your child does not respond to rude or 
harassingcomments, this will only make it worse 
Block & delete- if your child is having problems on social media or gaming sites, make sure 
that as well as reporting the comment to the site, you block the person being abusive 
Have a family internet contract- a set of clear house rules about what can be put onto 
websites or shared with others 
Learn the lingo of the internet 
Install filters- make sure that all devices your child uses have monitoring and blocking 
software installed 
Turn off location services- having location services active on a smart phone can allow people 
to find out exactly where your child is at any given time 
Use strong passwords 

(taken from Sexts, Texts & Selfies by Susan McLean- widely regarded as Australia’s first 
cyber cop, cyber safety expert) 
 
Shane Regan 
Principal ` 
 



 

 


