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Thursday 9th September 2021  

 

Last night we held a Prep 2022 webinar on the topic of 
“Starting school 2022: How your family can Thrive and Not 
just Survive’. This was presented by Carly McGauren, 
Psychologist.  
Carly spoke about how to make the transition to school the best possible 
experience for your child. We had an excellent attendance online and the 
parents enjoyed their refreshment pack to go with the webinar. The webinar 
is still available to be viewed for 2022 parents in the link that was provided to 
parents via the email.  
 
On Monday night we held a PFA meeting online and we discussed any 
suitable fund raisers or social events that we may be able to hold in Term 4. 
Unfortunately we had to cancel the grandparents day again which was 
planned for October 12th. We have, however  gone ahead with plans to hold 
our annual Christmas tree pickup from the school site. The PFA feels that this 
event will be Covid safe. The organisation for this event has gone ahead and 
parents will be able to order their Christmas tree through the PFA next term. 
These trees will be available in the first week of December. We would like to 
thank the hard working PFA for all the work they have completed and then 
have had to cancel! The PFA is hoping to run a couple of stalls at our annual 
Carols Night on the school grounds in December. Let’s hope we can sing 
some Christmas Carols and enjoy each other’s company on that evening.  
 
Next week we will break for the school 
holidays on Friday the 17th of September at 
1pm. I am sure that all families and students 
are looking forward a break from remote 
learning. Students who attend school for 
remote learning will need to be collected at 
1pm as advised in the onsite learning form 
completed by parents.  
 
To all our wonderful students who continue to work and learn in remote 
learning we thank you for your efforts and hard work. We can see that you 
have become more independent learners and  have developed great remote 
learning skills online. We know that you want to be back at school and we are 
all working hard to make sure that we will be back soon together at SJV.  
 
Keep safe  
Go the Dees  
  

Kind regards  

Helen Tancheff  
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Student of the week - Remote learning 
 
Prep: Lenny Harris is an absolute champion!  
Lenny is trying so hard at all his school work and always has a massive smile on his face in the morning 
meets! Deb O’Shannessy and Jill Hannan 
 
1/2 FP: Finn McKean has done some awesome work posting his photos of his procedural text and his energy 
in our STOMP classes. Fleur Peppard 
 
 1/2 OP: Ava Arendarcikas for attending every google meet and always trying her best. Olivia Purcell 
 
3/4 TD: Ed Timms has been selected for this award as he has been attending all Google Meets with a smile. 
His learning tasks have all been presented online and he has completed many tasks. He contributes ideas 
and asks questions in the class meets. Vicki Dagher and Jill Hannan 
 
3/4 LZ:  Well done to Matisse for always showing great organisational skills and participation during Google 
meetings. She has also demonstrated brilliant resilience and a positive attitude during these trying 
times.  Leeroy Zamudio 
 
5/6 LH: Charlie Costante  has had perfect attendance for all of his Google Meet groups. He is always on time 
and prepared for learning online. He works hard to complete his learning tasks, and even joined an optional 
Google Meet to do some cooking with Miss Heiberg.  
Keep it up Charlie! Laura Heiberg 
 
5/6 SF: Caleb has never missed a google meet. He responds to every email and completes every item of work 
on the planner each day. He has an outstanding work ethic and he is always looking for ways to improve his 
learning. Well done Caleb! You are a worthy recipient of this award. Kerry Slater 
 

Email from Fr Cameron 

Who am I? Why am I here? Our parish is running a program called “Alpha” to help each of us answer these 
questions. Alpha welcomes people at all stages of faith, and concentrates on the experience of our lives as a 
journey towards God. 

For a brief introduction, take a look at this short video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fViYK_Xb3Wg 

Ordinarily, Alpha is run in parish centres and in people’s homes. During lockdown, we can thankfully still run 
it online, both during the day or the evening on Tuesdays, beginning on 21 September. It lasts for several 
weeks and each session goes for 90 minutes or less. 

Please send the Alpha team an email at mentoneparkdalealpha@gmail.com to express interest in 
participating or to seek further information. 

I’ve participated in this program and highly recommend it, particularly given the challenges we're all facing 
at the moment. 

With best wishes and the promise of my prayers, 

 

Fr Cameron 

Parish Priest - Mentone-Parkdale 
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Wellbeing  

Please contact Mary or myself if you would like some support for your children from our school child 
psychologist, Monica Chester or from Jade Sacker our Occupational Therapist.   

Every day we are also supported by each other and in times when things may be difficult, agencies like  
Beyond Blue: https://www.beyondblue.org.au/ or Kids Helpline: https://kidshelpline.com.au/ 
are excellent and recommended to support our mental health. 
  

 

 

 
Principal report to the PFA 

        September 6th 2021 

It has been a whole term since we met for the last PFA meeting. As we all look forward to returning to 
school one day we hope that we will return in Term 4.  

This term:  

Students are learning remotely and teachers are working hard to keep our students engaged and on track 
with learning. Staff continue to review our processes with the same goal to provide for our students a 
successful program of learning and well-being.  

The whole administration package has been changed and we now work through MACS : Melbourne 
Archdiocese Catholic Schools administration package.  Nicole, Shane, Kerry and I have been training to 
learn the unique program,  with Nicole doing the bulk of the work. This has changed the way we do the 
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accounts for the PFA and Philip and Nicole have now worked out some routines that may help when we 
return to some normality of PFA activities.  

The NAPLAN  results for Year 3 and Year 5 for 2021 have been received and overall they are very positive. 
The staff will meet this Thursday to discuss the results further and will start the process of review for our 
school from these reports. An overview of the Naplan results for our school will be shared with the school 
community at a later stage.  

Fr Cameron has written a supportive piece in the school newsletter to reach out to families in these 
difficult times. We appreciate his support as we work together to do the best for our school community 
and for our students and their families.  

We have achieved some maintenance during the lockdown with cleaning and maintenance work. We 
have Mark Slater employed to maintain the school buildings and some of his work has included, repair to 
the balustrade on the stairs , door hinges and locks throughout the school, maintenance on gutters, 
gardening and removal of rubbish. We have accepted a quote for some painting on the exterior gutters 
and eaves and this will be completed in the holidays.  

We have had the security system serviced and repaired. The shade sail also needed some repair work.  

We continue to work with The Victorian Government and MACS to manage COVID in the school 
community. We receive updates about twice weekly and often changes in our procedures and 
administration needs to occur to support the next phase. These changes often involve more paper work 
for parents who use the remote learning program onsite at school. There will continue to be more 
changes and we thank all the community for the support you have shown to each other and to the staff 
at SJV.  

Thanks for all the work you are doing for your children and the school community. 

Kind regards  

Helen Tancheff  

 
Free Online Code Camp for the School Holidays –  

Applies to first 50 Bookings 

 

St John Vianney's is pleased to offer you one complimentary booking (valued at $129) for 
your child to join an Online Coding or Online Animation program these school holidays. 
 
Simply click this link, select a program and week of the school holidays and enter the code 
JOHN-SPRING21 at checkout. This code expires on 30/9/21. 
 
Your child will receive 2 hours of exciting and engaging activities to complete each day. This 
means you don’t have to complete the program at the same time each day. It’s flexible. Your 
child can be creative when it suits their schedule! 
The Code Camp live tutor team will be online Monday - Friday between 9:30 am - 3:30 pm to 
help your kids over the course of the program. 
Get in touch with the Camp Camp team via email at hello@codecamp.com.au if you've got 
any questions. 
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Dear Families, 

We have organised one (final) date change for the Family Evening.  If the new 
date, Thursday October 14th, is unable to proceed onsite at SJV due to restrictions, we 
will hold the evening online via Zoom.  You will be sent details and a link prior, but we are 
really hoping we can get together in person by then.   

Times are the same as previously mentioned: 

Session 1 (Families Bodies and Babies) from 6 - 7pm  

Session 2 (Puberty - Growing and Changing) from 7.15 -  8.15pm. 

Payments made for the rescheduled programs will be carried over.  

There is no need to register again if you will be attending.  

New bookings can also be made now. 

Families who have paid but are unable to attend the program on the new date (Thursday 
October 14th) will be refunded.  To organise a refund, please reply to this email or 
to: cath.mccallig@gmail.com  

Take care everyone, 

Cath McCallig 
 

Calendar 

Friday 17th September End of Term 1pm Finish 
Monday 4th October Term 4 Return  TBC 
Tuesday 12th October Cricket Inflatables  TBC 
Thursday 14th October Family Sex Education Evening 
Thurs 21st-Fri 22nd October 3/4 Camp 

 
 
 
  
Entertainment Books again on sale. Please follow the 
following link to purchase yours online and assist our 
fundraising. 

 
  

https://au.entdigital.net/orderbooks/1853w01 

 
 

  

 


