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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 10th September 2020  

Dear Families, 

Thank you to all families for collecting At Home Packs for 
these last 2 weeks of term. I hope that the children 
enjoyed the chocolate bar and I look forward to more 
spoons coming along to Spoonville outside the office. 

 As I listed in this week’s on-line 
assembly the 4th Term resumes on 
Monday 5th October where we will 
all have another week of At Home 
Learning.  

From Monday 12th October our 
Preps, Year ones and twos will 
return to school while the Year 3-6 
students will still work from home. 

We have not been told when the Year 3-6 children come back to school. We 
will not be sending an At Home Pack for the first week of term, there will be 
on-line work as previous.  

The At Home packs (for Years 3-6) will begin effective from Week 2 and they 
will be available for collection on Friday 9th October, collection of these Packs 
will be via our office because there will be limited access to our school 
grounds. 

The disturbing Tik Tok event 

I’m sure that everyone is aware of the disturbing Tik Tok event of earlier this 
week. In 2018 we had Susan McLean, one of Australia’s foremost experts in 
cyber safety, at St.John Vianney’s presenting to our parents. Many of you 
attended this presentation and purchased her book, “Sexts, Texts and 
Selfies”if you don’t have a copy I would strongly advise you that it is a very 
worthwhile purchase for parents of school age children. Yesterday I 
contacted Susan to check some facts about some of the apps that your 
children may be accessing and I have included the name of the app and the 
minimum age that users should be, I urge you to be informed about this most 
serious matter: 

 Facebook, Facebook Messenger, Face Time, Flickr, Instagram, Kik, 
Snapchat, Twitter, WeChat, WhatsApp, YouTube-  ALL OF THESE APPS ARE 
LISTED AS 13+years of age to have an account therefore none of our children 
at St.John Vianney’s should have an account with any of these apps.  

From Susan McLean’s book, “….. Most of these apps and sites have easily 
recognizable logos. It’s a good idea for parents to familiarize themselves with 
them so that a quick glance at your child’s screen will let you know what they 
are using. Parenting in cyberspace must be about identifying and managing 
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the risk and minimizing the potential negative consequences. The best piece of advice I can give you is the 
Boy Scouts ’motto ‘Be prepared’. You cannot protect your children if you don’t know what you need to 
protect them from. (Susan McLean- Sexts, Texts and Selfies, p.57) 

School Financial Matters 

This week I have met with our school accountant to discuss how the school will deal with monies received 
from parents for programs or activities that won’t happen, may not happen or have happened in part. This 
discussion wasn’t in relation to the Tuition Fee ($2300 per family in 2020) because tuition has continued 
through the various phases of At School and Remote Learning. The discussion was in relation to the charges 
for things like camps, swimming. Life Education, Sacramental Programs, Hooptime, etc. A separate letter will 
come home in the next couple of days with a full explanation of our proposed action. 

Special on-line Trivia- SAVE THE DATE- Friday September 18th
  

Student leaders from our Social Justice Leadership Group would like to run 
an on-line trivia night, cost $5 per family. They would like to have it as a 
community activity and raise funds towards a social justice action. Save the 
date and support the kids, more information will be circulated in the next 
couple of days. 

R U OK? Day  

Today is R U OK? Day it’s our national day of action when we remind 
Australians that every day is the day to ask, “Are you OK?”  

 

All the best & take care 

Shane Regan 

 

COVID-19 CRISIS SUPPORT at CatholicCare 
Free counselling and financial assistance: 
www.ccam.org.au/covid19response 
Dandenong office: 8710 9600 
The crisis line for Vinnies is 1800 305 330.                                                     

 

 

Sienna’s home grown radishes ! 

 

 

 

 

 



St John Vianney’s Primary School is committed to creating an environment where the safety, wellbeing, and 
participation of all children within our care is paramount. 

 3 

Calendar 

Thursday 17th September  End of Term 3 
Monday 12th October Term 4 begins Prep- Year 2 
Tueday 6th October STOMP Dance Program begins 
Monday 2nd November Student Free Day 
Tuesday 3rd November Cup Day Public Holiday 
  
Monday 30th November Whole School 60 Year Anniversary Excursion  
Thursday 3rd December Combined Art Show and Carols Night 
Tuesday 8th December Graduation Year 6 

 

Celebrating Fathers Day….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing by Finn M 
 
                                        Chelsea D                                                        

 
 

 
Cooper and Brendan 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

Drawing by Lil 
                                                                                             
Lucas and Rob 
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Caleb’s dad 
 

                                                                                           Eliza’s dad 
 
 
Sienna and Paul 

  
 

                                                                             
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                  

                                             Molly and Travis 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

                                                                                       Lukas’ dad 
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Fr Michael passes on his best wishes to all the dads in our school community and would like to share 

the following….. 

Jesus is our Guardian (Homily, 23rd Sunday in OT, Father’s Day) Sunday 6 September 2020  
Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 
Homily: 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year A)  

 It’s magpie breeding season. How do I know this? Not because I’ve been dive bombed by one, but because 
I’ve noticed while out on my walk that kids on their bikes have suddenly got those plastic ties sticking out of 
the tops of their helmets. It’s a sure sign that vigilant magpie mums are on the watch and ready to swoop. 
 
We all know that magpies make for excellent sentries. They are always looking around, checking their 
surroundings, watching for danger, ensuring their safety, protecting their young. They are the guardians above 
the neighbourhood, the sentries in our domestic skies. They know how to protect their own, and will do what is 
necessary to safeguard them. 
 
We might hold in our minds this image, as we listen again to the words of the Lord to the Prophet Ezekiel: I 
have appointed you as sentry to the House of Israel. In the old days, a sentry or watchman was tasked to be the 
eyes and ears of protection at a city’s gate. They signalled warning to the inhabitants when danger 
approached, and they were the first line of defence. But not all dangers can be seen or heard, not all are 
physical in nature. Some dangers – perhaps the worst of them – are more insidious, entering into our minds 
and hearts, undermining our moral compass and subverting our human dignity. A virus of fear will always be 
more threatening to our common good than a virus of microbes. A pandemic of neglect of one another is more 
harmful than a pandemic of sickness. 
 
God saw that his People – the House of Israel – were in need of a sentry, a guardian, to stand firm at the door 
of their lives, in part to protect them from self-inflicted harm. They were in need of watchmen who would call 
out the threatening danger to their own wayward hearts. They had lost sight of God, and God’s desire for their 
good, but God had not lost sight of them, and their care. And so, a sentry was needed to call out to the people 
in their danger, and to speak words to them that would defend and protect. 
 
Jesus, the Word of God made flesh, is our Sentry for our salvation and eternal protection. He defended us on 
the cross against the power of evil. This threat remains present in so many ways today, especially when 
people are forgotten or left behind or wounded or neglected. Often, we are lulled into missing the threats that 
are around us, next to us or among us. We need Jesus, our eternal Guardian, to watch over us, and to speak 
words of warning and care into our hearts. 
 
On this Father’s Day, may every dad be encouraged to see that they have been called also to be God’s 
sentries, God’s guardians, at the door of their family. It is the great gift of Christian fathers to have that 
precious vocation of being witnesses of protective love and affection in their home. I know that this is an 
image of fatherhood that is not evident in every home, just as the spiritual fatherhood of the priesthood is not 
always present. But this does not mean we can’t all do what we can to call out – and to be called out – what is 
good and needed and yearned for in every family, be it domestic or of a church nature. 
 
The vigilant love of fathers, with tenderness and alertness, is something to be fostered and treasured. Our 
society is threatened in so many ways, and we need dads as our first defenders in love, goodness and 
protection. On this Father’s Day, may St Joseph, that great witness to a guardianship of love and protection, 
be with all fathers – in our strengths and weaknesses – to show us the way to a Godly care of our families. 

  
— Archbishop Comensoli's Father's Day message 

 


