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THURSDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 2018   

 

Dear Families, 

After all the preparations and anticipation for Lyn and me our 
big long service trip has come and gone and it was a wonderful 
experience travelling on the Rhine from Amsterdam to Budapest then 5 days 
in Croatia and a couple of days in Singapore. The weather was great and 
there were so many sights that it’s hard to pick a highlight. 

Coming back to work is always a bit difficult after any holiday break but it has 
been a lot easier for me with the warm greetings I’ve received and the many 
children who have asked me about my holiday, it makes me feel glad to be 
back. In returning I want to thank Helen Tancheff, our Deputy Principal, for 
the great job she has done as Principal during my absence, thank-you Helen 
for the energy and commitment you give to St. John Vianney’s all the time 
but especially at this time when you had to carry an additional load. I would 
also like to thank Kerry Slater and Mary Moor who are the other members of 
our leadership team for the extras that they did and all teaching and support 
staff who kept the school humming along. 

Whilst on the subject of Long Service Leave as reported in 
previous newsletters Megan Heys is currently on LSL and 
yesterday Helen Tancheff left for her LSL European 
experience, we hope that both of them have safe and 
happy times. 

Schools are great places to work because there is always something 
happening and these last two weeks of term are no exception: 

 Last Friday and Monday our children from Year 3 up participated in 
the annual Hoop time competitions, there is a report on this in this 
newsletter. Special thanks to Liz Heath for coordinating this and to the 
teachers and parents who acted as coaches, scorers and supporters. 
 Parent Helpers Course tonight in the Multi-Purpose Room at 
7:00pm. This course is for any parent or other adult who would like to help in 
the classrooms even if you did one a couple of years ago- that is no longer 
valid. The course will run for one hour and covers important information 
about the Child Safety Standards. 
 Spotlight on Learning, tomorrow morning at 
10:00am in the Multi- Purpose Room. Parents are welcome to 
come along and see what the children have been working on 
in their Inquiry Learning this term. 
 Social Justice Movie Day- tomorrow our student Social justice 
Leadership Group have organised a movie day to raise funds for the “Soup 
Van” Each child is asked to bring $2 to go to the movies and support the work 
of our Social justice Leadership group. 

PRINCIPAL: 

MR SHANE REGAN 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: 

MRS HELEN TANCHEFF 

 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

MRS NICOLE DAVIES 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9580 5812 

 

OFFICE EMAIL 

office@sjvparkdale.catholic.e
du.au 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 

www.sjvparkdale.catholic.ed
u.au 

 

 

PARISH PRIEST 

FR. MICHAEL MCENTEE 

 

PARISH SECRETARY 

PAT MORTON 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9583 2103 

ST JOHN VIANNEY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 



2 
 

 Working Bee this Saturday from 8:30-12:00pm, as I said in the note that went home on 
Tuesday, if we can get 30 people for just 2 hours each we will get a lot done. This is a 
general gardening, weeding and tidying bee, bring your gardening tools, hedge 
trimmers and whippersnippers.  

 John Coutis- Monday at 7:30pm in the Multi-Purpose Room, if you still haven’t booked you can do 
so on www.trybooking.com/404209  or if you can’t do that you can pay on the night ($8) We have 
room for more so feel free to invite family or friends along. I have written so much about John and 
his qualities as a speaker,  I’m sure that everyone who hears him speak will be impressed. Having 
John present to our whole school community links strongly to our 2018 school theme “From little 
things big things grow”- although we are a small school by population we work very hard to ensure 
that our children receive the opportunities of children in bigger schools, this is one perfect example 
of this theme in action. 

 Next week- it’s a busy one to finish the term with the Dolphin Research Institute excursion for our 
DRI Ambassadors, a Fete meeting on Tuesday night, Confirmation Reflection Day. A Year 6 
Leadership Formation day, our Footy Day and Hot Lunch, the Footy inflatables and the End of Term. 

 CODE CAMP- see the advertisement in this newsletter re the next CODE CAMP to be conducted here 
at SJV from 2-4 October. All details can be found at www.codecamp.com.au/sjvparkdale.  Coding is 
certainly a technology tool of the future and now is the time to get your children going with it as 
they are so open to all things technology. 

Arriving on time  

Thank-you for the follow up on school arrival times. Over the past 18 months we have 
introduced a range of actions to create a different start to the day particularly with having 
all children focussed and ready to begin their day at 9:00am rather than having to wait for 
stragglers therefore beginning at 9:10am or later. Your continued support in this area is 
required. 

Uniforms 

We are very fortunate to have a very smart uniform, readily available through our uniform shop, that is worn 
correctly by nearly every child. This year I acknowledged that for some the wearing of the school tie was an 
issue so I said that it was optional. Personally I would like all children to wear the tie but I am a realist and 
until we can find a better alternative I am happy to live with the optional position. 

BUT, I am tiring of having to follow up with children who are pushing the boundaries on some other aspects 
especially correct socks. Our Uniform Policy is- Summer Uniform- Girls- white socks and black shoes. Boys- 
navy socks and black shoes. When wearing Sports Uniform it is white socks. Also with regard to HAIR please 
ensure that any fringes are not hanging down into the eyes and that all hair, where necessary, is tied back. 
These requirements are long standing in schools and relate to the presentation and safety of all concerned. 
If you have any concerns in relation to uniforms please contact me. School uniforms should be fashionable 
but they aren’t meant to be fashion statements that reflect the latest trends because like all trends they 
come and go. Our uniform should reflect who we are and how we go about it. 

Shining our Light 

Earlier this year I introduced a piece to our newsletters called “Shining our Light” which was designed to 
share occasional pieces of student work/efforts with the community. Below are two examples of children 
shining their light in very different ways. The first is a story written by Grace Barber from Year 2, this is a 
great example of Shining the Light.  
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“ I fell and hit my head, when I woke up I didn’t know where I was! As I began to open my eyes I felt water 
rushing beside me. The only thing I remembered was getting thrown by a hurricane and hitting my head 
really hard. Soon I realised that I was in the flood caused by the hurricane, I started to run out of strength! I 
couldn’t keep swimming for longer! I saw a bright light but I didn’t have enough strength left to keep on 
swimming! I started to slowly sink down. I thought it was the end!!! Then I heard the sound of life boats 
rushing over. I was sinking faster than ever! Divers dived in! I’m alive! I was so happy all the survivors were 
on one single island! We were all getting on boats back to Australia. At least I didn’t drown!” Grace Year 2 

 

And the second example comes from Jacinta Crowley who through her own efforts of conducting a cakes & 
drinks stall she raised $23.00 which will go towards our social justice initiative with the “Soup Van”. Jacinta’s 
efforts reflect someone putting into action all the good messages they have heard here at school and the 
great values they have as an individual, well done Jacinta. 

 

Kind Regards  

Shane Regan  

 
Plastic bottle tops: We would be very grateful if you could please collect all your 
plastic bottle tops from milk bottles, water, cream, soft drinks, spice bottles etc. We 
need 2,000 bottle tops for art work being done by 5/6 for our Art Show. Every top 
counts! Please drop them into the office whenever you can. Thank you for your 
assistance.  
 
P.S. Please bring in any spare clean water/ soft drink bottles and as many newspapers as you can. 
Many thanks, Gabbi 
 

 

 Be on the look out ! We have had reported cases of Lice and Chicken Pox ! 
 Lots of Hot Lunch orders still to come. Please make sure these are left at the 

office by Monday 17th September. 
 Thank you to those who have finalised their fee accounts for 2018. A reminder that all fees are due 

by the end of Term 3, Friday 21st September. 
 We still have missing jumpers. Please check at home and in school bags and make sure you haven’t 

ended up with extra ones. 
 A reminder that if your child is absent from school there is an online form you need to fill in on our 

website. All absences need to be reported on the morning your child is away.  

 

 

Class news as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 11th Sept by  Victoria and Kalan from Year 6 

Prep: We have been reading ‘Olga the Brolga’ and we are getting ready for Spotlight on Learning this Friday. 
 
1/2 LH: We loved making chocolate truffles to show creativity and we have written procedures for the recipe. 
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1/2 MH: We like drawing/ creating mister maker's creations and we are enjoying the essential assessment 
task. 
 
3/4FP:  We enjoyed Hoop time and we are learning how to use protractors. 
 
3/4 TD: We are enjoying the angle maths game we have been playing and we are presenting our inquiry 
projects this week. 
 
5 GF: We have been working on our spirit filled person biography and the All Star boys team made it to 
regionals. 
 
5/6 SH: The year 5s have been writing letters to the grade 6s for Confirmation and we are excited for John 
Coutis to come.  
 

School Assemblies Tuesdays 3.00pm from start of Term 3. Parents are most welcome to join us at our 
assemblies. 

  18th Sept: Prep 

 

Confirmation Piety Stall: During Week 1 of Term 4 from Monday 8th to Friday 12th October, 
there will be a temporary piety stall set up in the school office. This will give people the 
opportunity to purchase items as gifts for the Confirmation to be held on October 14th. Items 
for other religious occasions will also be available for sale. 

 

 

My mum (Caroline) became an Australian citizen and she 
had her citizenship ceremony a few months ago. She 
received a native Australian plant as a gift. We planted it 
in the SJV garden. Mum wanted to plant it in our school 
garden so that in the future, when Finn, Billy and I are all 
grown up, we could come back to visit our old school and 
see how big the plant has grown. 
 
By Stella McKean 
 

DIARY DATES 

Thursday 13th September Parent Helpers Course 
Friday 14th September Movie Day 12-2pm Fundraiser for Soup Van 
Saturday 15th September Working Bee at SJV 8.30am-12.30pm 
Monday 17th September John Coutis workshops and evening presentation 
Wednesday 19th September Confirmation Reflection Day 
Thursday 20th September Leadership Day at St Louis 
Friday 21st September Footy Day  

Hot Lunch  
End of Term 1.00pm 

Monday 8th October Start of Term 4 
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Tuesday 9th October Year 6 to St Patricks for Confirmation preparation 
Sunday 14th October Confirmation At St John Vianney’s Church 9am 
Tuesday 16th October Mass at 12.00 

World Food Day 
Monday 22nd October PFA Meeting 
Tuesday 23rd October Parents Information Night for Reconciliation 7.30pm  at SJV 
Friday 26th October 5/6 Excursion 
Sunday 28th October Year 6 girls Aerobics Comp in Geelong 
Monday 29th October Information Night for Prep 2019 families 
Tuesday 30th October P,1,2 excursion 
Thursday 1st November Mass at 12.00 

SJV Art Show 
Monday 5th November Students Free Day 
Tuesday 6th November Cup Day Holiday 
Friday 9th November Remembrance Day Service 

Prep Orientation Session 1 
Saturday 19th November Sacrament of Reconciliation Year 2 
Monday 12-Fri 16 November Year 6 to Canberra 
Tuesday 13th November School Mass 12.00 
Friday 16th November SJV Fete 
Monday 19th November Prep Orientation Session 2 

PFA Meeting 
Tuesday 27th November School Mass 12.00 
Wednesday 28th November Prep Orientation Session 3 
Thursday 29th November Year 6 Transition Evening 
Monday 3rd December Swimming Program 

Carols Night 
Tuesday 4th December P-6 First Aid Course 

Year 6 Beach Ed Program 
Wed 5th-Fri 7th December Swimming Program 
Sunday 9th December End of Year Mass 

Bunnings BBQ 
Monday 10th December Swimming Program 

PFA AGM 
Tuesday 11th December Book Collection 2-4pm 
Wednesday 12th December Swimming Program 

Thank you Morning Tea 
Thursday 13th December Swimming program 
Friday 14th December P-2 Swimming Program 

3-6 Swimming Carnival 
Reports sent home 

Monday 17th December Year 6 Big Day Out 
Tuesday 18th December Transition Morning 

Year 6 Graduation 
Wednesday 19th December End of School Year 1pm Finish 
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Curtis has 1 big brother called Caleb, he is in Grade 2. Curtis loves 
playing Monopoly with his brother at home. Curtis likes playing games 
on the tv, his favourite one at the moment is Mario. 
Curtis likes going to his holiday house in Venus Bay with his family, 
they play soccer outside. Dad cooks most of the time at home, he 
cooks great burgers. 
Curtis likes writing, he has done some writing today about Olga the 
Bolga, she wanted to dance with someone but no one would. She 
danced by herself and all her friends came and then they danced too. 
Curtis likes sport time at school with Mrs Heath, they have been 
learning how to dribble the basketball. Curtis’ buddy is Cohen, he is 
very nice to him, he sits with Curtis at Mass and he always says hello 
to Curtis at lunch time. Curtis would like us all to know that he is a 
kind person. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        Thursday 1st November 

 
In STEAM Year 1/2 MH learnt about some bugs that live in our gardens. They worked in 
groups to make bugs that moved and loved the freedom of choosing how to do this with 
different materials. They also created some fabulous crawling caterpillars. 1/2 MH students 
are looking forward to working with clay to make some snails next week for our Garden Art 
Show.  

         Gabbi Davoren 
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Hooptime 
 
Senior Hoop time 
Last Friday our grade 5/6 students competed at Dandenong Stadium in All Star, Future Stars and 
Rookies competitions. Hoop time is the culmination of the skills that the students have been taught 
this term by Ariel from McKinnon Basketball, who has worked over the last 5 weeks on ball skills, 
shooting, passing and defending. The All Star Girls competed well all day and played off in the semi-
final, whilst our All Star boys won their grand final and are going on to play in the regional 
competition. The Future teams enjoyed competing against other schools with Tim Barber’s team just 
losing in the semi. The rookies had lots of fun, using the skills they have learnt this term; it would be 
great to see if some of them decided to play basketball on the weekends. Thanks to the staff and 
parents on the day, particularly, Jacqui Day, Brendan Lambe, Lara Callaghan and Tim Barber who 
were fantastic coaches! 

 
 
 
Hoop time Grade 3-4 

 

We knew the day was going to get off to a great start when we had our resident basketball pro, Ariel, from 
McKinnon Basketball, drop in to say hello and wish us well at the 
start of the day! Ariel was at the Dandenong stadium training 
with the Dandenong Rangers who are in the WNBL; she is a very 
talented point guard! We had our All-star Girls and All Star Boys 
teams who played well enough to make the semi-finals and 
combined well as a team and got through some very tough 
matches. Our Future Star teams performed very well with some 
excellent performances as well as those students in our Rookie 
League who dribbled, passed and shot goals beautifully all day. 
Witnessing the joy and enthusiasm with the Rookie children is a 
real highlight of the day and listening to them on the way home 
happily talk about their games with their school friends is what 

Hoop time is all about. Thank you to the parents who 
assisted with the coaching and scoring on the day: Jacqui 
Day, Josie Mulcahy, Adam Donovan, Kylie and Brett Leighton, 
Leon McGaw. Hoop time was a great day for the students at 
SJV. 

Liz Heath 
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Big Green Schools Conference 
 

Day Two of the Big Green Schools Conference was held 
at St. Louis De Montfort’s Primary School today.  
Fourteen schools were represented by their 
Environment and Sustainability Leaders, who had 
earlier in the year attended Day One of the 
Conference. 

Tim Richardson, MP, and Genevieve Johnson, Zoos 
Victoria, and Serena Gillott, City of Kingston, were 
some of the people present to support the students’ 

learning.  The presentation made by Genevieve was inspiring and I am sure that we will be engaging 
our students in some future actions in collaboration with 
Zoos Victoria in the very near future.  

Today was a day where students were able to celebrate 
the various actions and projects their schools have 
undertaken during the last six months.  There were some 
amazing presentations made by students, ranging from:  a 
project of actions to protect mountain gorillas, reducing 
water and other energy usage, community involvement in 
adopting garden beds at schools, creating environment 
play spaces.  Our students presented to the audience a 
great overview of all the actions they have taken whilst being in the Environment and Sustainability 
Group, including: National Tree Day, establishing a productive garden, Tuesday Market Days,  our 
new STEAM subject, and our whole school Inquiry focus last term on Sustainability. 

One future project our students are very keen to develop is a wetlands or frog pond; this is 
something they have identified for the future, along with getting chickens, so there is plenty to be 
done.  

Whilst we didn’t bring home the Golden Chook Award this 
year, we did have a small success by winning the “Best 
Composting” for the day.  

  

Fleur Peppard 
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SJV Footy Colours Day 

Friday 21st 
September 

Dress in your teams colors for 
the day,  

and bring along a chocolate block for the CHOC TOSS 
stall at the FETE. 

Join in the fun of the parade and sing your clubs song loud and proud. 

 

 

 
Craft News: Our second date for Craft Stall Working Bee is Wed 19th Sept. 7.45pm at Jill’s 
house 40 Robert Street.  More dates to follow. No experience 
required, learn a new skill and have a chat. All help greatly 
appreciated. 

 
Marj      0410640862 
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