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THURSDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2018   

Dear Parents, 

This past week has been a very busy one in the life of our school 
with our School Fete and the Year 6 Camp to Canberra. The Fete 
was again a very successful event for our school both in terms of 
the fundraising and friendraising. It was great to see so many of our families 
involved in the organisation and implementation of the fete, from the 
planning committee, to grounds set up , manning stalls, gathering donations, 
selling raffle tickets, packing up, delivering handbills, preparing stalls, 
counting money and so many other aspects. 

The profit at this point is $29,011.79 which is a tremendous result (thankfully 
the weather was very kind to us) we will be directing this money to the 
establishment of a Ropes Course which will be located on the eastern side of 
the Adventure Playground, some plantings of hedge plants and bamboo 
along our eastern boundary as part of our Indonesian Garden theme and the 
establishment of some garden art installations. The efforts of so many of our 
families will benefit all children in our school. 

Thank-you not only for your time, effort and fundraising but especially for the 
friendraising where you gave your time and energy to work together for the 
benefit of each other and all children. The working together is a living 
example to your children of what can be achieved when we all pitch in. This is 
a wonderful life lesson that they can carry with them, they will always be able 
to reference what can be achieved by actions over words. 

Year 6 Canberra Camp 

Last week St. John Vianney’s had their first camp to Canberra for their Year 6 
students. I, in collaboration with the teachers at the Yr.6 level have 
introduced the camp for 2 main reasons- 1) To provide the children with 
hands on learning experiences of our democratic government at work and 2) 
To provide the Year 6 children with a unique experience as part of their 
farewell to primary school.  

We travelled to and 
from Canberra by bus 
and stayed in a caravan 
park/holiday park that 
is set up to cater for 
student groups from all 
around Australia. 
During our week away 
the students visited the 
following places- Royal 
Australian Mint, High 
Court, National 
Museum, Australian 
War Memorial, the Reconciliation Walk, Australian Institute of Sport, 
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Questacon Science Centre, Old Parliament House, Telstra Tower, the National Capital Exhibition, 
Government House, National Gallery and new Parliament House. 

Our children were a credit to us by way of their behaviour and interest at each of the venues. A very special 
thank-you to Kerry Slater and Liz Heath who gave up the week away from their families and homes to care 
for our children. This is a very big commitment to undertake the care of the physical, social and emotional 
needs of a class group and Kerry and Liz did this very, very well, thank-you. 

Planning for 2019   

At the moment our staff have begun the process of looking at our structures and programs for 2019. In order 
to make the most informed decisions I need to know if there are any students who will not be at St. John 
Vianney’s in 2019. 

If your child (other than a current year 6 student) is not returning to St. John Vianney’s in 2019 could you 
please email me or send a letter to that effect (sregan@sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au)  by next Wednesday 
28th November to let me know. 

Prep 2019 Orientation 

We have held 2 of our Prep 2019 Orientation mornings where our new 
Preps spend time here at school working in the Prep classroom and 
getting a feel for school life. At the orientation session this week the 
children received a special Prep 2019 tee shirt which they were very 
proud to wear.  

School Fees and Catholic School Funding 

This week all families should have received a printed brochure from 
the Catholic Education Commission regarding the funding of catholic schools from the State and Federal 
Governments. As you are no doubt aware Catholic education has been involved in ongoing discussions with 
all levels of Government to obtain an equitable funding agreement. When the funding discussions started 
last year catholic schools were going to be at a significant disadvantage and faced with the prospect of 
significant fee increases to keep pace with the requirements of a contemporary education system but thanks 
to the strong advocacy presented through schools like ours and the leadership of the Catholic Education 
Commission of Victoria, in particular the Executive Director, Mr.Stephen Elder, “Catholic schools across 
Victoria have secured a major victory ahead of the November 24 state election. In an unprecedented move 
both the Labor Government and the Liberal Nationals Opposition have pledged $400 million in funding over 
the next four years to upgrade and build new Catholic and other non-government schools”. 

Please read through the brochure that has been sent home because it relates to a secure future for catholic 
schools. 

On the topic of funding resources there are some parents who still have outstanding School Fee Accounts. At 
this point I will now need to follow up directly with these families. 

 

Kind Regards  

 

Shane Regan  
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DIARY DATES 

Tuesday 27th November School Mass 12.00 
Last keyboard classes for 2018 

Wednesday 28th November Prep Orientation Session 3 
Thursday 29th November Current Year 6 Transition Evening for Secondary School 
Friday 30th November MET session with Year 6 students 
Monday 3rd December Swimming Program 

Carols Night 
Tuesday 4th December P-6 First Aid Course 

Year 6 Beach Ed Program 
Wed 5th-Fri 7th December Swimming Program 
Friday 7th December La Crosse State Final- South Yarra 
Sunday 9th December End of Year Mass 

Bunnings BBQ 
Monday 10th December Swimming Program 

PFA AGM 
Tuesday 11th December Book Collection 2-4pm 
Wednesday 12th December Swimming Program 

Thank you Morning Tea 
Thursday 13th December Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival 

P-2 Swimming program 
Friday 14th December Swimming Program  

Reports sent home 
Monday 17th December Year 6 Big Day Out 
Tuesday 18th December Transition Morning 

Year 6 Graduation 
Wednesday 19th December End of School Year 1pm Finish 
  
Tuesday 29th January School Office opens 
Thursday 31st January Students return  

 

Advance Notice: Year 5/6 Camp to Sovereign Hill 4th-6th March 2019 

                               Year 3/4 Camp to Mill Valley Ranch 21st-22nd October 2019 

                                 

Class News as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 20th November by Marcus and 
Kiara from Year 6. 

Prep: In maths we have been learning about arrays and have been learning how to count on and in writing 
we have been learning how to write sentences with exclamation and question marks 
 
1/2 LH :We love our book called Nothing Rhymes with Orange and love playing with dice to learn about 
multiplication 
 
1/2 MH: We have loved practising our assembly and we are surprised at how good we are at multiplication. 
 
3/4 FP : We have been writing Christmas stories and have been revising our fractions and decimals 



4 
 

 
3/4 TD : We have been thinking about nice messages to go on Christmas cards for someone in the parish and 
we have been mastering fractions and decimals.  
 
5GF : We enjoyed our first leadership day at St. Louis and are looking forward to our KKs. 
 
5/6 SH : The year 6s enjoyed their camp to Canberra, we are learning about all the different types of 
triangles, the year 5s would like to thank Miss Melia for helping them last week and Mrs Slater is looking 
forward to showing the year 5s her “hey bebe” 

 

Book Club: The latest edition Book Club went home last week. All orders are due in by Monday 26th 
November. 

 
 

SJV Christmas Hampers  
 
Hello St John Vianney’s community, 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will be spreading Christmas cheer by collecting items to make 
Christmas hampers for local, elderly residents in our East Parkdale area. Not everyone has the 
privilege of spending Christmas the way most of us do...big parties, lots of food, people, presents….. 
 
We will be putting up a Christmas tree display in the office foyer. The tree will have baubles 
attached to it, with names of inexpensive items which can be purchased for the hampers.  
 
They are small items, such as Christmas pudding, decorations, mince pies, sweet biscuits, basic 
toiletries etc. 
 
Please help us spread love and bring a smile to people this Christmas, by taking a bauble or two off 
the tree, purchasing the item/s, then leaving them in the tub beside the tree.  
 
Volunteers from St Vincent de Paul will wrap and 
distribute the hampers to needy residents. 
 
Please make sure all items are in the tub by Friday 14th 
December (second last week of school). 
 
Thanks and don’t forget….33 sleeps till Christmas!!! 
 
Josh Atkins, Kalan Donovan & the Social Justice Team. 
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