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THURSDAY 24th MAY 2018   

 

Dear Families, 

Congratulations to Drasko, Thea and Tijana who received the 
Sacrament of Baptism at our school mass last Tuesday. It was a 
very special time for the children, their family and sponsor. It was also a very 

special time for our student 
community because they were able 
to share that time with Drasko, Thea 
and Tijana. Thank-you to the 
teachers who provided the 
preparation to the students and 
thank-you to Fr. Michael and the 
children’s parents, Drasko and Thao 
for including this special event in 
one of our school masses.  

 

Catholic Care- Family Week 

Tomorrow afternoon we conduct some special family group activities from 
2.30-3.20pm to celebrate Family Week. Family Week was actually scheduled 
for last week but we felt with NAPLAN we didn’t have adequate time – even 
though every week is really Family Week. 

You Can Do It Program 

As part of our You Can Do It program that is focused on developing the 
Learning Dispositions, Social Skills and Emotional Resilience of our students 
we have provided some prompts on the wall outside the sports storage shed. 
These prompts are in the form of keys i.e. keys of Confidence, Resilience, 
Opportunities and Persistence- these are our 2018 CROP. In the next couple 
of weeks each child in the school will receive a wristband with the CROP on it, 
hopefully the wristband will serve as a reminder to every student about using 
their 2018 CROP. 

Stomp Dance Program 

As you are aware we have had the STOMP Dance Program running each 
Tuesday for all classes in the school. The final lesson day is Tuesday 12th June 
and following those lessons there will be a special Concert/Presentation in 
our Multi Purpose Room at 6.30pm on Tuesday 12th June. Each class will be 
presenting an item based on the dance moves that they have been learning 
over the previous weeks. I presume that the concert/presentation will go for 
about 30-40 minutes and we would like every student to be in attendance so 
that we can rock the house down. 

I will send home fuller details in the coming weeks but at this point could you 
please put this date and time in your diary. 
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Special Parent Meeting 8th June 

I would like to invite parents to attend a special meeting at 7.00pm in our multi-purpose room to discuss 
ways in which we can build our enrolment numbers. Over the 2 years our enrolments into Prep have been in 
the 15-20 range with perhaps 5-6 children coming into the school at other grade levels. This level of intake 
has basically balanced out our exit students from Year 6 but in order to expand our facilities and programs it 
would be better if our intake of students could exceed our exit students from Year 6. Currently we have 
plans on the table to build 2 additional classrooms and some specialist areas for Art, Indonesian and STEM. If 
we are to take on a building project we really want to build our numbers to share the load. 

Of late I have been doing quite a bit of research into effective marketing and the two things that comes 
across consistently – Word of Mouth (WOM) is your biggest advertiser and do your market research- know 
what your families are thinking about what you are doing. 

This will be an informal information gathering meeting with refreshments provided before during and after 
the meeting. I am not looking to make us grow to a school of three, four or five hundred, there are schools in 
our area for that. I would like us to grow to a school of 180-200 where we maintain our community feel and 
can develop resources as the needs arise. 

Special note while talking about enrolments- two weeks ago I met with Mr. John Finn, the Principal of 
St.Bede’s College, we had a long discussion about the college programs, how we might be able to access 
some of their resources and education in general. In our discussion I asked him about a rumour that is 
circulating that boys from St. Patrick’s get preference for Year 7 admissions. This is the perfect time to say 
that this has never been true and is not true and anyone who tells you this is absolutely wrong. This is a 
negative example of the power of WOM.  

Fete Meeting 28th June 7.30pm Staffroom 

Last week all families received a lengthy letter from me about getting involved in 
our annual Fete. To my knowledge I have had 1 person offer their assistance, 
hopefully there are more who are ready to attend the meeting on Monday night, 
hopefully we’ll see you there. 

Story Dogs 

Congratulations to everyone who supported our Story Dogs fundraiser, 
we raised $250 and this is another example of our 2018 school theme 
in action “From little things big things grow” If you haven’t sent along 
your gold coin you can still do so. 

 

 

The Royal Wedding 

I hope everyone had a chance to see our wonderful Preps on page 4 of last Saturday’s Herald Sun. Special 
thanks to Mary Moor, Nicole Davies and Allana Enriquez for the preparations. 

Don’t forget 

Hot lunches next Friday 1st June 
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SHINING OUR LIGHT 

 During the year I aim to include pieces of student work from across all year levels as examples of the quality 
work that our students are producing. It is not a competition but rather an opportunity to showcase the 
talents of our students. As I said in last week’s newsletter our NAPLAN has a great news story to share about 
student growth and our SHINING OUR LIGHT pieces are more of the good news story. The pieces in this 
week’s newsletter are from Josh & Charlie in Year 6, well done boys. 

Regards, 

Shane Regan 

Class news as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 22nd May by Ella and Josh from Year 6. 
 

Prep: We have been learning about families and we are looking forward to Story Dog Day with a touch of 
orange. 
 
1/2 LH: In reading we have learned about ostriches and in religion we are learning about Pentecost. 
 
1/2 MH: We have been comparing and contrasting butterflies and bees and we enjoyed making cards for 
Drasco, Tijana and Thea.  
 
3/4 FP: It was great to celebrate the Baptism of our classmates Tijana and Thea and we like using our writing 
notebook. 
 
3/4TD: We were happy to celebrate Drasco’s Baptism and we are loving STOMP. 
 

       5 GF: We finished a unit on data for maths and are excited about Inter School sports. 
 
5/6 SH: in Maths we are learning about graphs in data and statistics, we have started our sustainable house 
project for Inquiry and Gardenworld responded to our persuasive texts and donated about $120 worth of 
plants. 

 
School Assemblies Tuesdays 3.15pm 

Parents are most welcome to join us at our assemblies. 

29th May: Yr 5  5th June: Yr 5/6 SH 12th June: Yr 3/4 FP  

19th June: Yr 1/2 LH 26th June: Yr 5 

 

Reminder from the office: If your child is away for any reason, please go to our school website where you 
can submit an online form to register the absence. It is on the front page of our website under Quick Links- 
Report an Absence. This is the preferred method of notice. Thank you to those families already using it. 

 

WOW 2018 : For the month of May lots of students have been supporting the travel to school by foot program. 
Every Wednesday each class is collecting data on students who achieve this whether they walk, ride or scoot. The 
class that has the most children who are able to Walk ride or scoot on Wednesdays will receive a Golden boot, 
Presented at Assembly soon.  
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DIARY DATES 

Tuesday 29th May STOMP classes P-6 
Friday 1st June Hot Lunch 
Tuesday 5th June MASS 12.00 

STOMP classes P-6 
Friday 8th June CURRICULUM DAY 
Monday 11th June QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 12th June STOMP classes P-6 

STOMP Concert 6.30pm 
Friday 15th June Winter Sports Gala Day 
Monday 18th June 5/6 Camp 

PFA Meeting 
Tuesday 19th June 5/6 Camp 
Wednesday 20th June 5/6 Camp 
Friday 22nd June 5/5 GIRLS soccer and AFL Gala Day 
Tuesday 26th June Chess Tournament at SJV 

Prep Interviews 
Parent/Teacher Interviews 3.50-8.00pm 

Wednesday 27th June Prep Interviews 
Thursday 28th June Parent Teacher Interviews 3.50-5.30pm 
Friday 29th June END OF TERM 1PM FINISH 

   
 
 
 

 
 
Eliza has a big brother 
Tom who is in Grade 2. 

Tom is a nice big brother but he dosen’t play much with Eliza. 
Eliza likes the playgrounds at St John Vianney’s and she 
likes the stage. The preps play camp fires on the stage but 
not with real fires. Eliza also likes the bars, Eliza is very good 
at doing flips because she learnt how at Gymnastics. In Sport 
Eliza plays games, she likes the game where you climb up 
the rainbow. In STOMP Eliza is doing disco dancing and at 
the end of the class you can do free dancing.The Royal 
Wedding was fun because all the preps got to sit down and 
have a little party, Eliza was the mermaid princess. Eliza 
liked our Story Dog Assembly and patting Tia, she was very 
soft. Eliza likes playing with her shopkins at home, Eliza does 
tap, jazz and swimming lessons during the week. Elizas 
favourite dinner is macaroni and cheese, mum cooks it way 
better than dad because dads is too spicy. Elizas buddy is 
Sadiemay, she is a very nice girl. Eliza likes giving her 
cuddles and thinks Sadiemay is beautiful. Eliza barracks for 
Hawthorn and her favourite player is Jarrod Roughead, he is 
a good player.   
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RE in Prep 
 
This week marks Family Week within our school. On Friday we will be involved in whole school 
activities, in our family groups, to celebrate our families. 
 
In class we have learnt that Jesus was part of a family with His Mother, Mary and His Father, 

Joseph. We remember them as The Holy Family. 
 
During RE classes, we 
talked about our 
families and what is 
means to be part of a 
family. 
We drew pictures of 
and recorded our ideas 
about our 
families.  Everyone 
agrees that it is 
wonderful to be part of 
a family. Each family is unique but all share the common bond that 
they are a group of people who love and care for each other. 
 
We understand that we belong to both our family and God’s family.   
 
  

 

Animals should not be kept in cages 

 

As an animal lover, I truly believe it is wrong to keep animals in cages. Here are three 
of the many reasons why. 

Firstly, these animals cannot explore like other animals can, leaving them to grow up 
safer but not naturally in their own habitats. While being raised in somewhere like a 
cage you can’t eat the things you’re meant to have/eat instead you get sloppy, 
sluggish and soaky food served to you from a can. 

Furthermore, these animals can experience emotions as well and keeping them in a 
cage will not help with other issues. If you were in a cage all day, how would you 
feel? Most likely, like these animals, it could make them sad being stuck in a cage or 
not seeing their parents. These animals could turn out lazy by sitting down and being 
fed instead of naturally hunting and getting it themselves. Another big one is that 
they could become vicious to humans and see them as predators, if they don’t 
already. 

Lastly, these animals are like babies, if they’re not taught things they simply will not 
know what to do in the future. Knowing what is right and what is wrong is a necessity 



6 
 

in life and it is just the same for these animals that are in cages their whole life. These 
animals will not learn friend from foe or how their food chain works. 

Keeping animals in cages will not help them learn to hunt and/or have knowledge 
about their species. This can emotionally scar them. 

These are the three main reasons why I strongly believe animals shouldn’t be kept in 
cages. 

By Charlie Yr.6   

 

Interschool Sport should NOT be played in 
every weather 

 
Interschool sport should not be played in absolutely every weather condition and there 
are many reasons to support this. 
 
Firstly, every weather condition implies extreme fog, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, 
flooding, hail with heavy snowfall and of course, fifty degree heat, category one 
hurricanes and massive tornadoes. If everyone assumes that it is okay to play sports in 
these conditions, they’re on a suicidal mission for sure!  
 
Another argument is, if it is really cold like -23 degrees, the people playing the sport 
won't be catching the footy, they will be catching a cold (if you pardon the pun). Not 
only will they be catching a...a...achoo cold, it may be frostbite, which could lead to 
gangrene which usually means that fingers or toes could become infected and turn 
purple, then fall off. Now, nobody wants that! 
 
Finally, even though the children look forward to playing every Friday, the school 
need to look after the kids, for e.g. if one kid has 
pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis and a bit of volcanic ash sprays him 
and he dies or needs emergency medical treatment, then the school has to pay the bill. 
Even if a kid gets blown by a category 1 cyclone into a fence and breaks his neck, the 
school has to pay, not only emergency costs, but they could get sued. 
 
In conclusion, unless people want their fingers to fall off, want to die or want their 
necks broken, they should agree with this contention. 
 
Josh 
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Our Prep Royal Wedding…. Yes we made the Herald Sun ! 
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Our Cabbage Patch 3/4 students 

 

 

From the Art Room 
We would really like donations of 1.25L, 500 and 600ml 
plastic bottles for our STEAM flower installation that will 
brighten our school yard. Many thanks Gabbi and all SJV 
students. 
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Win -A-Wine Stall 
Fete preparations have begun! 

we are requesting WINE BOTTLE DONATIONS  

for the Win-A-Wine Stall at the fete from 14th to 25th May 2018 

Children may NOT carry these to school, so could 
parents please bring them to the front main 

reception.  

Without such a wonderful giving community, our fete 
could not be what it is.  

Thank you in anticipation.  
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