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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 26th March 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
 

This will be our final newsletter for the term given that 
the official break up day is tomorrow. Last Friday we 
recognised Harmony Day and the National Day against Bullying with our 
splash of orange and some classroom activities that focussed on the key 
messages of getting along with each other and being very aware of the forms 
of Bullying that exist in our daily lives and don’t always recognise it. As a 
school we see that the concepts around Harmony Day are foundational in the 
school’s daily life but you may not be aware of the actions that we as a staff 
take in relation to Bullying.  

Firstly let me say that as a school we have very little bullying, I believe this is 
due to our size and the emphasis that we place on being one group rather 
than being seven distinct class groups. Of course children will have the 
occasional disagreement but those events are quite different to Bullying.  
Behavioural researchers will tell us it is important for children’s development 
to have their disagreements, use their resilience skills and be able to 
negotiate a resolution with their peers, these skills are part of the learning 
that takes place in our “You Can Do It” lessons led by Megan Heys in 
collaboration with the classroom teachers. 

Secondly as a staff we meet every Tuesday at 8:15am for a staff briefing 
which is very focussed on any students who may be experiencing some level 
of difficulty in the playground/socially. This briefing enables all staff to be 
aware but also be proactive on the playground in supporting these students. 
This is another strength of a smaller school environment like ours where that 
sense of belonging to one group is shared through students and teachers. 

SJV Chess Team 

On Thursday 12th March our school Chess Team participated in a chess 
tournament at St.Catherine’s Moorabbin. The tournament included children 
from our school, St.Catherine’s and Mentone Grammar. Our team led by our 
2 captains- Johno and Lochie and supported by Dallas, Jordan, Grace, Jude, 
Liam, Caiden, Sam, Lochie, Lukas, Aaron and Kai did a great job and finished 
just one point off 2nd place. Grace won the medal for the Best Female player 
at the tournament and along with Grace’s individual success Johno, Dallas, 
Lochie, Lukas and Aaron won medals. Congratulations team on a job well 
done, thank you to Helen Tancheff for organising the chess and thanks to the 
parents who helped with transportation and support.  

School Leadership 

At our final assembly we were going to hand out our Student Representative 
Council (SRC) badges, we’ll hold that over until next term but it’s worth listing 
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those leaders below: Prep- Emma R and Lucas C,  1/2FP Livia L and Sam B,  1/2OP Ava A and Cooper J,  3/4 LZ  
Alysha N and Caleb K,  3/4TD Ivy B and Gus M,  5/6LH Hailey P and Xavier B,  5/6SR  Ava F and Marcus J.  

Whilst on awards to be received next term our Aussie of the Month for March is awarded to Jacinta C and 
Ava F for organising a Cake Stall that raised $79.85 for the Bushfire Appeal. The girls will receive their awards 
at our first assembly next term. 

Return to School Term 2 

At present school is scheduled to commence on Wednesday 15th April for students. This will only alter if we 
are advised of an alternate date by the Catholic Education Office. 

If we do go to At Home Learning/Remote Learning all families will be contacted during the scheduled school 
holidays and you will receive a mailed out envelope with a range of learning activities. Already you have 
received various log on details, chromebooks (Yr.3-6) and classroom resources to use at home. Could I urge 
you not to jump into at home activities during these scheduled holidays- treat them as holidays and if the 
At Home Learning has to come into play next term then action it. 

There are many questions that arise out of a situation like this and we as a staff have been exploring how we 
will best provide for each other and your children. My experience in education and as a parent leads me to 
give you this bit of advice, if we have “At Home Learning”.   

Don’t be too concerned about the academic learning if things are missed we can catch that up when children 
return to school. Children will learn so much by spending time with you talking, reading playing all sorts of 
games and sharing experiences e.g. riding, gardening, cooking, building, walking the dog, washing the car, 
etc,etc. The key ingredient in any of this is you. 

Our Term contemporary dance provider STOMP are offering online lessons at this time. There will be 2 x 20 
minute lessons twice a week for two weeks at a cost of $19.80 per household. For more info and to enrol go 
to sarah@stompdc.com 

Enrolments 2021 

Our Enrolment Tours of the last week have had a very positive response and given the current situation we 
will continue with some more tours in Term 2. If you know of anyone who is looking for a 2021 Prep 
placement please encourage them to give us a call, we’d love to show them around. 

 

Take care and know that we will all come out the other side of this when we can look forward to celebrating 
our 60th Anniversary, there’s more about this in Jill Hannan’s very interesting PFA report in this newsletter. 

 

 

Regards 

 

Shane Regan 
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PFA Report 

 
 
Hi everyone, 
 
Last night I had a dream.  I was heading to the PFA meeting, which was being held in a 
town hall.  The numbers of attendees was huge.  My trusty sidekick, Carly Reeves, did not 
want to tell me that there was opposition for the title of PFA President.  A new, younger 
mum had decided to run against me.  She had organised food trucks and a converted 
caravan as a hub to get people to vote for her.  The numbers turned out in droves. It was 
kind of in a forest area, the scenery was beautiful.  The principal (sorry Shane, it was a 
much younger, female version), read the rules of being president, assuming I would lose 
the plot.  She was very anxious.  I was thrilled!!!  Yay, new families had joined and I was 
totally ok with being superseded as president.  
 
No one is too busy to be part of the school community. We all work, have other 
commitments and busy lives.  We all can contribute.  
 
Whilst this is a bit weird, I genuinely dreamt this last night.  Obviously, everyone is on high 
alert, senses heightened,  and everything a little unusual. We are not sure what will be 
happening with school, work and our families. 
 
However, there is much to look forward to.   
At SJV we are celebrating 60 years this year.  Ordinarily, we would be frantically planning 
events and celebrations.  Now it is on hold.  However, now is a chance for you to formulate 
some brilliant ideas and suggestions of the best ways to celebrate and organise in a shorter 
time.  Now you have time to think about the important stuff, like joining the PFA to help out 
the school community. We need you! 
 
We need members for the general committee.   
We need members for the Fete committee.  
We need one person to coordinate the meal bank.   
The meal bank is a list of people willing to provide meals and any other assistance required 
for families that have gone through a tragedy, had a baby etc.  Please let me know if you 
would be interested in coordinating this.  Also, please send me a text if you would like to 
join this group so I can create a new 2020 support list (you will most likely only be called on 
once per year if we get enough people).  My number is 0412175041.   
 
Looking forward to hearing all your fabulous ideas for the 60th celebrations that will include 
present and past families. 
Looking forward to getting a fabulous parent function organised. 
Looking forward to another great year of the PFA. 
 
 
Jill Hannan 
(Mum of Eli and Leroy and Evie- Year 7 Kilbreda) 
Former and current PFA President :) 
 
 
 
 



St John Vianney’s Primary School is committed to creating an environment where the safety, wellbeing, and 
participation of all children within our care is paramount. 

 4 

 
 

Diary Dates 

Wednesday 15th April Term 2 commences PENDING 
Wed 15th Thurs 16th April Life Ed Van 
Friday 24th April STOMP Dance Program begins Prep-Yr 6 

ANZAC Day Service 
Tuesday 28th April Inter house Athletics 
Sunday 3rd May Eucharist Commitment Mass 
Wednesday 6th May Parent Night for Eucharist 
Friday 8th May Mothers Day stall and Breakfast 
Tuesday 12th May Andrew Chinn Visit and night concert 

Naplan Cancelled 
Wednesday 13th May Naplan Cancelled 
Thursday 14th May Naplan Cancelled 
Friday 15th May 5/6 Winter Sport 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We’re Back……Kenshi Candle’s 
  
Following popular demand these beautifully presented and fragrant candles are available again in 
the lead up to Easter for the same price of $35. 
They are hand made in Melbourne and make for a lovely gift, as a household fragrance or to use 
during prayer. You can view the product at: 
https://kenshicandles.com/ 
  
The scents are: 

 Coconut & Lime 
 Frangipani & Jasmine 
 Caramel & Vanilla 
 Gardenia & Lily 
 Sage & Sea Salt 
 Sandalwood & Amber 
 Passionfruit & Lime 

 Orders and payment can be placed at the parish office, by email with your details 
to Easter2020@bigpond.com or by contacting Anton Ady on 0411 135 850. 
Collection of your order will be through the parish office in the week of April 6 to 9 or by mutual 
arrangement. 
  
The full wholesale price will again be directed to the Myammar community and their other worthy 
causes with the margin above wholesale price benefiting our parish. 
  
Orders will be taken until Friday April 3 only. 
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