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THURSDAY 21st MARCH 2019  

Dear Parents, 

This week has been a little quieter following the 
business of Catholic Education Week when we had 

School Tours last Wednesday 
to Friday. We have had solid numbers through 
with further tours this week, some planned for 
next week and another Open Day/Evening 
planned for 1st April (see the poster in this 
newsletter) If you know of anyone who is still 
considering their child’s enrolment status for 
2020 and hasn’t been for a tour please encourage 
them to contact Nicole to arrange one. In this 
newsletter I have included some excerpts from 
recent recounts written by students regarding the 
5/6 Camp to S overeign Hill and the National 

Young Leaders Forum, they will give you an excellent picture of both events. 

Welcome to the Hendricks family and their sons Aydin and Lucian who have 
joined our Year 1/2 classes. 

National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence 

Last Friday all classes acknowledged our school’s commitment to trying to 
stamp out Bullying in our community. Our society acknowledges that Bullying 
exists in so many domains and with the ever increasing use of social media 
the issue can spread so quickly. All children were given a playing card sized 
information card about Bullying which includes a website address if you wish 
to get any further information regarding this matter. 

Crazy Hair Day 

Don’t forget that tomorrow at St.John Vianney’s is Crazy Hair Day- gold coin 
donation- this fun fundraising activity is being organised by our student 
Social Justice Leadership group. The funds raised will aid the work of Caritas 
to provide villages in Africa with fresh water, they have selected tomorrow 
for this activity because it is World Water Day. 

Halogen National Young Leaders Forum 

Last Monday our forty Year 6 students attended the National Young Leaders 
Forum, this is an important part of our Student Leadership program whereby 
our students have the opportunity to hear nationally acknowledged young 
people who have excelled in their field. When last year’s students came back 
from the forum they were the impetus for getting John Coutis to our school. 
In this newsletter and over the next couple of weeks I will include excerpts 
from the recounts that the children have written………..  

 

PRINCIPAL: 

MR SHANE REGAN 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: 

MRS HELEN TANCHEFF 

 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

MRS NICOLE DAVIES 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9580 5812 

 

OFFICE EMAIL 

office@sjvparkdale.catholic.e
du.au 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 

www.sjvparkdale.catholic.ed
u.au 

 

 

PARISH PRIEST 

FR. MICHAEL MCENTEE 

 

PARISH SECRETARY 

PAT MORTON 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9583 2103 

ST JOHN VIANNEY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 



2 
 

Halogen Leaders Day -Ethan  
The first speakers was called Cal Wilson, she is a comedian and author. 
Her book is called George and the Great Bum Stampede. She has 
travelled the world to follow her passion- comedy. She told us that one time 
she did a gig for the soldiers and her first joke was, “Oh no, you all turned 
up in the same uniform!” But then they all had a good night and got over 
that joke. 
She talked about saying and trying new things and saying yes to things in 
life and if you don’t explore and be free, you will never expand your comfort 
zone you don’t know what's beyond your comfort zone.  
 

HALOGEN LEADERS DAY 2019 - Will  
My personal favourite speaker was Holly Ferling. Holly Ferling is an Australian 

cricketer who specialises in bowling, but can still 
bat. She has recently made the switch from the 
Brisbane Heat Big Bash team to the Melbourne Stars Big Bash team. 
 
 Holly has had multiple injuries, including her back and elbow. Holly had hurt 
one of the vertebrae in her back and she had been out for six months. After the 
six months, she went back to playing cricket and then she injured her elbow 
bowling and she was out for another six months. Once she had undergone the six 
months she hurt her back again, that was another six months out! 
 
The other three speakers were Tim Diamond who is the CEO of Cotton On, 
Leisel Jones who has won multiple awards for Australian Olympic swimming 
and Cal Wilson who is a well known comedian and author. 
 
 

Parents and Friends Association 

Last Tuesday evening we had our first PFA meeting for 2019, the meeting was well attended, there’s always 
room for additional people and all events for the year have been planned with coordinators. As part of the 
PFA’s role we have Class Coordinators who get in touch with the families of their child’s class regarding 
specific events. In order to do that the school office provides the Class Coordinator with an email address 
and phone contact for that family. If you do not want an email address and phone number given to the Class 
Coordinator please write or email me accordingly by Tuesday 2nd April. The Minutes of the PFA meeting and 
copies of all tabled reports will be placed on our website the week after each meeting. 

Don’t forget that the Mum’s Night is tomorrow night at the Mordialloc Bowls Club, see the flyer in this 
newsletter. 

 

Letter to all families from Fr. Michael 

Dear Friends 

I expect that none of us has been spared a strong emotional reaction to the sentencing of Cardinal Pell. This 
would be true regardless of our personal interpretation of the evidence that is in the public domain.  

It is a legitimate concern that truth and justice be served in our society. This has been the call from victims 
and survivors of clerical abuse, and continues to be. This is the justification for the existence of an Appellate 
Court in our judicial system. It is a fitting intention of our prayers. 
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Our parish community maintains its commitment to be a safe hearth for every child and for vulnerable 
adults. Safeguarding is an obvious dimension of our coming together for liturgy, for formation, for socialising 
and fundraising events, and in the life of our schools. 

In the annual archbishop’s address to school principals last Friday, Peter Comensoli referred to the ‘darkest 
days of our proud history in this city’. This ‘time of humiliation might … be (the) time to let go of the past and 
begin anew’, he continued. He acknowledged that the ‘magic of catholic faith’ no longer ‘captures people’s 
minds and hearts and leaves our children indifferent’.  

He spoke of parishes, including our schools, as ‘neighbourhoods of grace’. Let’s seek the best ways for us, 
together, to build our local neighbourhood of grace.  

I am taking a short break. I invite anyone who would like to discuss any aspect of this period of great distress 
in Melbourne to get in touch with me next month.  

Fr Michael 

 

Sovereign Hill Camp Report- Jacinta Crowley 

Below is the first part of a recount that Jacinta has written about the recent Year 5/6 Camp at Sovereign Hill. 
Jacinta’s recount will give you an excellent picture of what we did. 

5/6 Sovereign Hill Camp - Jacinta 
 

I am so happy when I think about Camp. It started on Monday the 4th of March. We were going to 
Sovereign Hill to learn all about life on the Goldfields. We would learn and have loads of fun at the 
same time. 
  
I had a fully packed bag and a very happy heart. When I got to school at 8.30 precisely, I knew the 
fun had begun. I said goodbye to my parents and jumped onto the bus. I was sitting next to Leila 
and we were telling jokes and hooting with laughter. We were super excited for the events ahead.  
 
The bus took around 2 hours, but we eventually arrived there. When we were all seated in a shady 
spot under a tree, the teachers told us to behave nicely in the caravan park, ( it was called The Big 
Four ) such as not running on the grass and not talking or yelling loudly.  
 
We arrived at our cabin. We were number 12. I was in a cabin with Lillian and Leila. We unpacked 
and then headed off for the 5 minute walk to Sovereign Hill to have a look around. When we arrived 
there, we split up into groups of ten. I was with Leila, Lil, Bella, Sophie, and a few others. The first 
shop that we went to was an old fashioned sweet shop. I bought 3 lolly umbrellas, and two packets 

of hard boiled sweets.  
 
We went into a shaft, looked for gold in a creek bed, 
saw some other shops, and bought things from a gift 
shop. It was an amazing day, but it was about to get 
better. Once we got back to our cabins, we grabbed 
our swimmers and jumped into the pool. I did lots of 
handstands and flips, not to mention the diving I did. It 
was really amazing. 
 
For dinner we ate lasagna and garlic bread with 
salad.  Dessert was even better. It was chocolate 
mousse with a choc button on it. It was scrumptious. 
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We headed back to our cabins and all the year 5 girls watched Boss Baby together. We watched 
the end of Beauty and the Beast though because Boss Baby wasn’t working very well. Mr. Reagan 
came into our cabin towards the end with some chocolate and said that we had to all come to 
supper once the movie was finished.   
 

 

 

Next Week 

On Tuesday at 12:00pm we will be conducting the 1st Term Spotlight on Learning where children will share 
their Inquiry topic learning with the rest of the school, this term’s big Idea for the Inquiry has been 
Perspective. Parents are most welcome to join us. 

On Wednesday we are hosting a Chess Tournament and on Friday our Year 5/6’s will participate in a Summer 
Sports Gala Day. 

Next week from Tuesday until Thursday I will be at the Victorian Association of Catholic Primary School 
Principals Conference at Lorne. Helen Tancheff will be Acting Principal in my absence. 

 

Kind Regards  

Shane Regan   

 
 
Class news as presented at Assembly by Zoe from Thomas Year 6 
 
Prep: In art we made play dough and on Monday we made green jelly for St Patrick's day. 
 
1/2MH: We are having fun learning about location and in writing we were creating a story about new 
land. 
 
1/2LH: We wrote a Narrative and are learning cued articulation. 
 
3/4FP: We are writing a persuasive text about banning bikes. We are also learning split strategies 
for maths. 
 
3/4TD: We are writing exposition texts and in maths we are learning strategy. 
 
5/6GF: We enjoyed the leadership day and in maths we are learning about shape transformation. 
We are also excited for crazy hair day. 
 
5/6SH: WE have been writing our Halogen recounts. Four year 6’s enjoyed a special mass on 
Friday at St Patrick’s cathedral, it was also Catholic Education Week. 
 

Assembly Roster:         26/3: 5/6 SH        2/4: 3/4 TD 
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DIARY DATES 

 

Friday 22nd March Crazy Hair Day for World Water Day 
Tuesday 26th March Spotlight on Learning 12.00 
Wednesday 27th March Chess Tournament 
Friday 29th March Summer Sport Gala Day Yr 5/6 
Thursday 4th April School Photos PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 
Friday 5th April Easter Paraliturgy 

End of Term 1 at 1.00pm 
Tuesday 23rd April Term 2 starts 

Alleluia Day 
Thursday 25th April ANZAC DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Monday 29th April PFA Meeting 
Tuesday 30th April School Mass 12.00 
Wednesday 1st May Preps prayers in PJ’s 
Thursday 2nd May School Sports at Dolomore Oval 
Friday 3rd May STOMP dance program begins 
Tuesday 7th May School Mass 12.00 
Thursday 9th May First Eucharist Parent Night at SJV 
Friday 10th May Mother’s Day Stall, breakfast and assembly 
Saturday 11th May PFA Bunnings Sausage Sizzle 
Tues 14, Wed 15, Thurs 16 May Naplan 
Sunday 19th May Eucharist Commitment Mass 
Monday 20th May District Cross Country   
Tuesday 21st May Eucharist Reflection Day 
Tuesday 28th May School Mass 
Wednesday 29th May Second Parent Night for First Eucharist 
Sunday 2nd June Acceptance Mass for First Eucharist 
Wednesday 5th June Confirmation Parent/Child Night 
Friday 7th June Staff PD Day  
Monday 10th June Queens Birthday Public Holiday 
Friday 14th June  Winter Sport Gala Day 
Sunday 16th June Confirmation Enrolment Mass 
Tuesday 18th June School Mass                                                                                     
Wednesday 19th June Girls Winter Sport Gala 
Friday 21st June Reports sent home 
Sunday 23rd June Sacrament of First Eucharist 
Monday 24th June P/T Interviews Students to finish at 1pm 
Tuesday 25th June P/T Interviews 3.40-5.50pm 

STOMP evening concert (Whole School) 
Friday 28th June END OF TERM 1.00PM 
Monday 15th July Term 1 Begins 
Tues 16, wed 17, Thurs 18 July Life Ed Van 
Thursday 18th July  Year 6 Reflection Day 
Friday 19th July Confirmation 7.00pm at SJV 
Monday 29th July PFA Meeting 
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SJV DADS NIGHT 
Friday 29 March 6:30pm 

Mordialloc Bowls Club 

$10 Entry 

Sausages & Hamburgers available for purchase from the 
club 

Drinks at bar prices 

For further information see Facebook or contact: 

Nick Loadman 0411 053 276 or Richie Matheson 0414 652 175 

*Please can you indicate whether you will be attending either on Facebook or 
contacting us direct so we can inform the club of numbers.  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE NEWS! 

     
 

 Water is VITAL for life! 
 We use water for all sorts of everyday activities….cooking, washing, 

watering the garden, showering, using the toilet and of course drinking 
 Here in Australia, we have access to clean water, unlike millions around 

the world  
 Many people around the world get sick from drinking unclean water 

 Water is a human right, no matter where you live in the world, it is not 
just for some lucky people 

 According to the United Nations and UNICEF, one in five young girls are 
not in school, compared to one in six boys, because they are too busy 

collecting water for their family  
 March 22nd is World Water Day, a day which reminds us of the 
importance of fresh and clean water for all people on our planet, no 

matter where they live. It also reminds us to use water wisely. 
 SJV will raise money by having a crazy hair day with a gold coin 

donation, on Friday 22nd March 
 All money raised will be donated to Caritas Australia, who help provide 

access to clean water in many countries around the world 
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