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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Wednesday 10th June 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
 
It has been a lovely week for us here at school with all of 
our students back on deck, thank you to all families for 
the return of the COVID 19 Declaration form. Our arrival and dismissal 

procedure is working 
well and will continue 
through until the end 
of term. My personal 
hope is that by the 
time we return for 
Term 3 on 13th July all 
restrictions re arrival 
and departure will 
have changed to 
enable a resumption 
of our pre-COVIT 
structure. As with all 
procedures during 

this period I will inform you as soon as I know something.  

During the At Home Learning period we saw many wonderful examples of 
children’s creativity, one particular example was the 5/6 Lego Challenge, 
along the lines of the Lego Masters tv show. The students were invited to 
create, then film on SeeSaw with a full explanation of what they did and how 
it related to the 
topic of 
Sustainability. 
Each week 
there was a 
new round of 
entries with 
one person 
eliminated each 
week until we 
reached the 
final. Our 
finalists were- 
Caiden, Bella, 
Kobe, Jude, 
Stella, Lexi, Evelyn, Leila and Jacinta with the overall winner being Kobe. The 
overall winner was Kobe and his prize was the winning model from Episode 
8 of the Channel 9 Lego Masters television show. Included below is a photo 
of Lukas and Max explaining the model to our Prep class, the boys also 
explained the intricacies of the model to all classes because they helped put 
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the finishing touches on the model that was reconstructed 
by Mark Slater (Kerry Slater’s husband). We were very 
fortunate to get this amazing piece of Lego as our prize, 
thanks to Kerry’s brothers who are Executive Producers of 
the Lego Masters program and the whole thing wouldn’t 
have got off the ground if it hadn’t been for the great idea 
of Susan Birrell (one of our Learning Support Officers) and 
Kerry, thank you and well done ladies and of course thank 
you to the 5/6 students for their wonderfully creative 
endeavours. 

  

Parent-Teacher Interviews 

We will be offering Parent Teacher Interviews to all families in the last week of term on Monday 22nd June 
from 3:45-5:30pm and on Thursday 25th June from 2:30- 8:00pm. These interviews are offered in a face to 
face situation in your child’s classroom whilst observing appropriate social distancing. These interviews are 
for parents with the teacher, children are not to attend. We have allowed 15 minutes per interview slot to 
allow for discussion time particularly around how your child worked through the At Home Learning time. All 
interview bookings are conducted online, with details in this newsletter. I realise that some parents may not 
want to come out because of our COVIT situation, this is fully understandable and the decision rests with 
each family. Also if you have had an online PSG this term, you do not need to attend for a Parent Teacher 
Interview. 

In order to conduct the Interviews on Thursday 25th June all children will be dismissed at 2:00pm. I will check 
with After School Care to see if they can be on-site from that time and I will notify you of this availability by 
Caremonkey, hopefully by the end of this week. 

Student Reports will be sent home on Friday 19th June. 

 
 
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES for all students of St.John Vianney’s school as of 9th June 2020  

School entry-  

 All students will enter the school grounds via the gates on Brisbane Tce. 
 The gates will be opened by a member of staff (usually me) at 8:45am. 
 Only students will be allowed onto the school grounds, parents will have to wait outside.  
 When students enter the grounds they will go directly to their classroom. 
 Parents please note - as social distancing is expected amongst adults, all parents are asked to 

maintain the 1.5m distancing. Where appropriate it would be better if parents could say goodbye to 
your child at a distance from the school and allow the child to walk the last part on their own, these 
measures are to avoid any level of congestion. 

School dismissal- 

 All students will exit the school grounds via the gates on Brisbane Tce. 
 The gates will be opened by a member of staff (usually me) at 3.00 pm. 
 The Dismissal Timetable will be as follows-  

Preps will be dismissed at 3.05pm, Yr.1/2 FP at 3.10pm,  Yr.1/2 OP at 3.15pm, Yr.3/4LZ at 3.20, Yr.3/4TD 
at 3.25 with 5/6SR and 5/6LH dismissed together at 3.30pm. This staggered dismissal will enable each 
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class to clear the gate area prior to the next group. As with School Entry, parents will not be allowed 
onto the school grounds.  

PLEASE NOTE VERY IMPORTANT- because we are dismissing from the youngest to oldest where there 
are siblings in an older year level they can leave with the younger year level student e.g. Preps are 
leaving at 3.05, a Prep has an older brother in Year 6, the Year 6 student leaves their class at 3.05 and 
goes home with their Prep sibling. This process will mean that parents will not have to wait up to 20 
minutes to collect another sibling therefore not creating congestion near the school gates. 

This School Dismissal process will stay in place for the last 3 weeks of term. How we dismiss in Term 3 
will depend upon direction from Catholic Education Melbourne and the State Government. Because this 
process will slightly impact on our direct teaching time as from next Tuesday and until the end of term 
we will reduce our lunchtime play break by 10 minutes. 

FINALLY re DISMISSAL 

If you are going to arrange for your child to go home with another family you must notify the school 
office in advance- office@sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au so that we can ensure children aren’t left behind. 

 Please observe the adult social distancing requirements when collecting your child. Please collect 
your child and then move away from the gate area.         

As important as these Operational Procedures are there is the more important matter of how your children feel 
about returning to school and any possible anxieties that they may have. I’m sure that you will have discussions 
about returning to school and from my observations and chats to students from Yr.3-6 they all seem very keen to 
get back and see their friends. If your child is experiencing a heightened sense of anxiety about returning to 
school please let your child’s teacher know and if necessary they can refer it onto Mary Moor, our Wellbeing 
Leader or perhaps our School Psychologist, Monica Chester. 

Going forward 

Our school like many other organisations will make some long term changes on the back of this situation. 
The first that we have identified for action is that we want to work towards being a “Rubbish Free School”. 
Over the past few years we have put a strong emphasis on our student leadership groups with Environment 
as one of those, as a result we are going to start the movement to a Rubbish Free School with the following 
actions: 

1. Each class has a compost bucket 
2. All children will take home their food wrappers and any food scraps that can’t be composted 
3. All classes will focus on paper recycling 
4. We have removed 2 of our yard bins with the aim of removing the last 2 so that we have no outside 

rubbish bins 
5. We encourage all families to send the various food items in the lunch bags, in resealable/re useable 

containers 

Hopefully if we all get on board we’ll be able to create a permanent change to our corner of the 
environment.  

Please note in this COVID 19 period our drinking taps are out of bounds. All children must bring their own 
drink bottles. Please ensure that all lunch boxes, drink bottles and clothing are labelled with your child’s 
name. 

Take care 

Shane Regan 
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Dear Families 

It is encouraging to see all our students back at the schools in the parish. The return of their scraps and 
smiles and noise is very welcome. 

COVID 19 has disrupted every basic rhythm of our lives, except, I trust, our fundamental relationships in the 
home.  

This Sunday – the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ - would have been the occasion for our grade 
three students to receive Christ in the Eucharist for the first time.  

First Holy Communion is a festive occasion for families and for a parish family. This is because it celebrates 
the fact that Jesus gave himself generously to everybody. Our children are included in his embrace.  

The simplicity of the signs of bread and wine conceal the true presence of our Saviour, giving himself yet 
again to your young child.  All our senses are deceived, save our hearing: “At the supper Jesus said over the 
bread and the cup, ‘Take and eat, this is my body … take and drink, this is my blood.’“ 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation will be celebrated in our parish as soon as the easing of COVID 
restrictions permits. I hope it will be possible by fourth term. It’s too soon to be more precise. 

In the meantime, I have agreed with our teachers that instruction for this sacrament, and for Confirmation, 
will begin in third term. In this way, everyone will be prepared when the opportunity exists. 

Best wishes, and may God bless your family 

Fr Michael  

Calendar 

Monday 22nd June Parent Teacher Interviews  3.45pm-5.30pm 
Thursday 25th June Parent Teacher Interviews 2.30-8.00pm Students to finish at 2.00pm 
Friday 26th June  End of Term 2:  1pm finish 
Monday 13th July Term 3 Begins   

Prep- Year 6 Swimming program (to be confirmed) 
Tuesday 14th June Prep- Year 6 Swimming program (to be confirmed) 
Wednesday 15th June Prep- Year 6 Swimming program (to be confirmed) 
Friday 17th June Prep- Year 6 Swimming program (to be confirmed) 
Wednesday 9th September Andrew Chinn incursion and night concert 
Friday 18th September  End of Term 3:  1pm finish 
Monday 5th October Term 4 begins 

5/6 Camp to Canberra Mon 5th- Fri 9th Oct 
Thurs 22nd , Fri 23rd Oct Year 3/4 Camp 
Wed 18th , Thurs 19th November Life Ed Van 
Monday 30th November Whole School 60 Year Anniversary Excursion  
Thursday 3rd December Combined Art Show and Carols Night 
Tuesday 8th December Graduation Year 6 

 

Lost Property: All lost property will now be stored in the white basket in Reception. 
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