
1 
 

THURSDAY 26th JULY 2018   

 

Dear Families, 

The issue of how to best communicate with the community is 
an ongoing challenge for schools, here at SJV we use email, 
Facebook, Caremonkey, SMS, hard copies and word of mouth and we hope 
that we are able to reach everyone. I realise that we are bombarded with so 
much communication from a variety of sources but this week, I have been 
surprised by the number of people who have looked at me blank faced when 
I have spoken about John Coutis and the “Top Secret” envelope that people 
have been asked to send to school. In last week’s newsletter I wrote, at 
length, about the coup we have pulled off in securing the services of John 
Coutis. Then late last week or early this week you should have received a 
letter in a sealed envelope from the PFA with a letter about- the FETE, 
PARENT FUNCTION, FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST, the TOP SECRET THING and 
an SJV Community Food Bank. The Top Secret thing requires a very quick 
response, by Monday 30th July at the latest. 

If you haven’t read last week’s newsletter and or the letter from the PFA 
please do so asap. Our school is a special community where we actively 
support each other. I know that sometimes people have very busy lives and 
things like a newsletter get missed. This happens in every school and in a 
smaller school like ours we can’t afford for people to feel that they aren’t 
getting the messages. 

Below is a reprint of what I wrote about the John Coutis Experience hear at 
St.John Vianney’s and there is a copy of the flyer re Family Bookings for the 
evening session. I would hope that we would have every family in attendance 
on the evening of 17th September. At this stage ticket bookings are only open 
to our community BUT if the take up isn’t strong over the next 2 weeks then I 
will offer the opportunity to families outside of our school community .  

A very special event for St.John Vianney’s School 

Here at St. John Vianney’s we have made the development of Student 
Leadership a priority and supported a range of programs and activities that 
teach children about the characteristics and behaviours of leaders. Our 
program includes a 4 day program with St.Louis de Montforts and attendance 
at the National Young Leaders Forum (NYLF). At the NYLF day the children 
hear from a range of notable Australians who have displayed leadership skills 
in a range of areas, presenters over the past couple of years have included- 
Tim Costello, Bindi Irwin, Mike Baird(former NSW Premier), Daniel Jackson 
(AFL footballer who won the Jimmy Stynes Community Award), Lieutenant 
General David Morrison (Chief of the Australian Army), Jessica Fox (Olympic 
Canoeist Champion), Julia Gillard, Paul Hockey (Everest climber), Kevin 
Sheedy, Delta Goodrem and many more. Each time our children have 
attended NYLF they have returned with stories of what happened and who 
impressed them. 
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Of all the speakers that our children have heard and talked about over the past 3 years none have sparked 
more enthusiasm than John Coutis and we have been fortunate enough to be able to book John to present 
here at St. John Vianney’s on MONDAY 17TH SEPTEMBER. John was born with a severe disability that 
rendered his legs useless, he now moves around on a special skateboard. He has spoken to over 6,000,000 
people internationally with audiences in China exceeding 15,000 at a time. John is an Australia Day 
Ambassador and groups that he has presented to include the Australian Olympic Team and the Australian 
Rugby Union Team that won the Bledisloe Cup. John’s message includes themes of Diversity, Anti-Bullying, 
Resilience, Self-Determination, Goal Setting, Motivation, Inclusion and Courage. 

John’s presentation here will encompass talks to- 1) all St. John Vianney’s students 2) a talk to the St. John 
Vianney’s Student Leaders 3) a talk to the school staff 4) an evening talk for parents and family members. 
This is a rare opportunity for any school and we have been very fortunate to secure John for this day and 
night. For the evening session we will be limited to 300 (approx.) and there will be a cost of $8 per head with 
a maximum of 4 people from each family.  

A speaker of John’s quality doesn’t come along every day and we are very fortunate to have secured his 
services obviously there is a cost and for our evening session it will be $8 per person with a maximum of 4 
people per family whether they be adults, teenagers or children. 

I hope that every family will be represented because I’m sure that you will not be disappointed. I know that 
our student program during the day will resonate with our children for a long time and provide them with 
lifetime messages.  

A busy one next week 

Next week we have 3 very significant events in the life of our school: 

 Preps 100 Days at School- this will be celebrated on Tuesday so don’t forget to congratulate the 
Preps on reaching this milestone, I hear a whisper that there will be some special costumes. 

 School Athletics- on Wednesday the whole school will participate in our School Athletics at the 
Dolomore track at Mentone. Children will be travelling to and from by bus. Juniors (Prep, Yr.1’s & 
Yr.2’s will be participating from 9:30- 11:00 and the Seniors (Yrs 3-6) from 11:00 with a return to 
school at 2:30pm approx. 

 Grandparents Day- on Friday 3rd August we will celebrate the 
Feast of St.John Vianney, the Patron Saint of Parish Priests. 
There is a special flyer about the day in this newsletter. Please 
get as many grandparents as possible to join us. 

Congratulations  

You will all remember the fantastic incursion we had with Andrew 
Chin, earlier in the year and the subsequent family concert that we 
had in the church. During Andrew’s time with us he asked Evie 
Hannan and Amelie Barber if they would like to sing as part of a choir 
on his next CD. Well last Tuesday night was the night and the photo 
attached shows just how much the girls enjoyed it. What a great 
experience. 

Take a look 

Danny has just completed the servery area for our kitchen part of the kitchen garden. Next week the pizza 
oven and hooded BBQ will be positioned then we are ready for action. 
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The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 

For many years schools have been able to access funding for students with special needs via a Federally 
Funded program, Students with Disabilities (SWD). In 2015 the Federal Government brought in a new 
program for identifying students with needs, NCCD and it ran parallel to the SWD program. SWD was for 
students with a specific diagnosed condition and NCCD collected data on any student in the school who had 
received any level of support whether it be as simple as working in a regular group to improve handwriting 
right through to a student who may need ramps installed to provide access for a wheelchair. Below is a letter 
from Catholic Education Melbourne providing information about NCCD. 

In reality nothing will change in the way that we collect information about student needs and how we will 
report those needs. What probably will change is that the Federal Government will use the NCCD data that 
all schools provide to fund students with special needs. As this is all in its infancy we really don’t know much 
more than that. Privacy is always a concern with regard to the transfer of information. On our website there 
is a copy of our Privacy Policy and our Standard Collection Notice if you wish to take a look. 

In relation to supporting students with learning needs, at St.John Vianney’s, we as a staff and with you as 
parents have made supporting student needs a priority over the past 3 years. In that time we have assessed 
all students regarding their literacy levels, contracted a school psychologist, contracted other professionals 
to assist with the development of physical skills (Occupational Therapist) and programs specific to children 
with specific needs. We also introduced the You Can Do It program to develop social skills and learning 
behaviours, provided small group support at year levels where there have been identified literacy and 
numeracy needs, improved our assessment and reporting to focus on the development of skills relevant to 
the Victorian Curriculum AND MOST IMPORTANTLY we have a very capable and dedicated staff who know 
their students and work hard to improve their weaknesses and build on their strengths.  

I believe that this approach provides much greater support for our students than the “old model” of one 
“Special Needs” teacher, this model was fine when the focus was mainly on helping children who were low 
in Literacy or Numeracy but our contemporary learning environment is far more complex, in relation to 
student needs, and the knowledge of specialists in the various fields is greater than what one person can 
hold and share. 

Parent Helpers Course- Thursday 9th August 

On Thursday 9th August I will be conducting a “Parent Helpers Course” in the multi-purpose room from 
7:00pm-8:15pm. Over the past 3 years we haven’t had a course for parents providing information about how 
you can best help in ant classroom from Prep-Yr.6.Going forward I would want every parent who comes to 
help in a classroom to have completed this 75 minute course. Please email or let us know at the office if you 
are planning to attend. 

Welcome  

This week we welcome Edoardo Marcon to our 3/4FP class along with his mum Elisabetta and dad Federico, 
great to have you at SJV. 

 

 

Regards, 

Shane Regan 
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Class news as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 17th July by and from Year 6. 
 

Prep: We are super excited about our 100 days of prep coming up this Tuesday. In inquiry we made a big 
CREATIVE SIGN using ripped paper. 
 
1/2 MH: We had lots of fun learning about PUSH and PULL with Mr. Radley and we love having big Ted in 
our class. 
 
1/2 LH: We are practising a tricky strategy for addition and are enjoying our theme CREATIVITY this term. 
 
3/4 FP: We have been finding out the different ways people and animals move and we have been looking at 
the different energies in food and how we use them.   
         
3/4TD: We explored how planes and trains move through space, what force was used and what energy was 
used. 
 
5GF: We are reflecting on Pope Francis’ letter and we enjoyed working with 5/6SH in fractions and decimals 
 
5/6SH: We are learning fractions and decimals with 5GF and we investigated absolutely ridiculous inventions 
and answered questions about them in literacy. 
 
School Assemblies Tuesdays 3.00pm from start of Term 3. Parents are most welcome to join us at our 
assemblies. 

DIARY DATES 

Tuesday 31st July 100 Days of Prep 
Wednesday 1st August Inter house Athletics 
Friday 3rd August St John Vianney Feast Day and Grandparents Day  
Monday 6th August KNOX Netball Tournament 
Tuesday 7th August Baptism Night for Year 1 children 
Saturday 11th August Parents Association Barn Dance 
Monday 13th August PFA Meeting 
Wednesday 15th August Feast of The Assumption School Mass 
Friday 17th August Curriculum Day:  Student Free  
Tuesday 21st August Confirmation Information Night 
Wednesday 22nd August Chess Tournament 
Thursday 23rd August Book Week Incursion 
Friday 24th August Book Week Parade 

PFA Disco 
Sunday 26th August Confirmation Enrolment Mass 
Tuesday 28th August School Mass 12.00pm 
Friday 31st August Father’s Day Breakfast and Stall 
Friday 7th September Year 5/6 Hooptime 
Monday 10th September Year 3/4 Hooptime 

PFA Meeting 
Monday 17th September John Coutis workshops and evening presentation 
Wednesday 19th September Confirmation Reflection Day 
Thursday 20th September Leadership Day at St Louis 
Friday 21st September Footy Day 

Hot Lunch 
End of Term 1.00pm 
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