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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
THURSDAY 30th January 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2020 school year here at St. John 
Vianney’s. This year, like so many other communities 
throughout Australia, we start in a very sombre mood due to the shocking 
bushfires that have devastated so much of Australia. As a community let’s 
ensure that we keep those people who have been affected, in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

All students from Prep- Year 6 began today 
in our 60th Anniversary year. As I wandered 
around all classes were settled into their 
first day by 10 past 9. This year we 
welcome the following new students to 
SJV- in Prep Alexander, Elroy, Molly, 
Marlon, Oliver, Rocco, Lucas, Tilly, Phoebe, 
Emma, Harlow, Noah, Kaitlin, Elle, Sienna, 
Ruder, Emma and Angelina, in Year 1 Evie, 
Year 4 Luca and Max and Year 6 Noah.  

There are a couple of key dates for your 
diary in this early part of the year: 

 Our Opening School Year Mass on Sunday 9th February in St. John 
Vianney’s church at 9:00am. At this mass we present our Yr.6 Leaders with 
their Leadership badges, we present our Preps to our school community and 
our staff and parents make their commitment to the year ahead. It would be 
lovely if we could pack the church to begin our year. 
 Parent-Teacher Interviews- Monday 17th February. Over the past 
couple of years we have conducted various Parent Information Evenings at 
the start of each school year. This year we have decided to have Parent- 
Teacher Interviews due mainly to the fact that we have a number of new 
staff and a significant number of teaching staff changes across the levels. The 
purpose of the interviews will not be to report on student performance but 
rather for parents to talk about their child- likes, dislikes, hobbies, interests at 
school and at home, etc and it will allow the teacher time to get to know the 
parents and share their observations at this early stage in the year. Prior to 
the interviews we will send home an information sheet for parents to fill in 
about their child and return it to the class teacher prior to the Interview 
appointment. The selection of interview times will be done online closer to 
the date. 

Next Tuesday we have a school mass in St. John Vianney’s church at 12:00pm 
and all parents are welcome to join us. Tomorrow morning there will again be 
a cuppa in the multi-purpose room after you have dropped off your children. 
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Please feel free to spend some time catching up with existing parents and meeting some of our new parents. 

Included in this newsletter is a letter and fact sheet regarding the Coronavirus, please familiarise yourself 
with this information. 

 

Inter School Swimming Squad 

Mrs. Tancheff will today be sending home a letter for those children who would like to participate in the 
swimming practice sessions to select our Inter School Swimming Squad. Practice begins next Wednesday 5th 
February at 8:00am at the Don Tatnell centre. All information and permissions will be in the letter. If your 
child is interested please reply by tomorrow. 

School Levies: Levies were issued in December last year. There are still a number of families who have these 
accounts outstanding. Could these please be finalised ASAP. 

Direct Debit Forms: At the end of last year we sent home Direct Debit forms for School fees. This is a great 
way to stay on top of your fees for 2020. Please fill this form in if you would like to take up this payment 
method and drop it into the office. If you have misplaced it, please call in to collect a new one. 

Asthma and Anaphylaxis plans: If your child requires Asthma medication, an Epipen or medication for 
allergies including Hay Fever, this must be supplied to the school. All medications are kept in the First Aid 
Room. Management plans for Asthma and anaphylactic reactions need to be signed by a doctor and supplied 
to the school. 

Care monkey: We use Care monkey to email and text families, to gain permission for excursions and to have 
an up to date medical record of your child. Please log on to make sure your child’s details are current. 
Permission forms for Internet usage have been sent via Care monkey. 

Chess: Chess begins on February 5th 10am-11am. Please see attached flyer. 

School Routines 

Before and After School Care program operates here at school in the MPR and is run by Youth Leadership 
Victoria. Bookings are done through their website, www.ylv.com.au  If you have a regular booking in the 
afternoon and for some reason your child is not going to attend, please contact YLV and our office to cancel 
for that day. Phone number: 87906511  

Yard Duty and supervision of students commences at 8.45 both in the classroom and on the Yard. At SJV we 
encourage students to unpack when doors open at 8.45am and then spend time getting ready for the day in 
the classroom. School starts at 9am. All children are asked to be on time, with bags unpacked ready for 
lessons. Any children arriving after the 9am bell are asked to go to the office with his/ her parent for a late 
pass. Children then proceed to their classroom- parents do not  need to accompany them to the classroom. 

Parking: Drivers are asked to obey parking restrictions in Brisbane Terrace. Double parking or stopping in 
traffic to let children ”jump in the car” is dangerous and puts everyone else at risk.  

Collection of students during the day: If collecting children during the day, please obtain a signed release slip 
from the office. Take the slip to the teacher in the classroom (or teacher on duty if during recess). If 
collecting one child leave the slip with the teacher, if more than one is being collected, show the slip to the 
first teacher and leave it with the teacher of the last child collected.  

Sick Bay: Students attending Sick Bay are given a slip detailing their treatment in Sick Bay. If the child is 
considered well enough to return to class, he/she will be given the slip and asked to give it to their parent at 
the end of the day. If the incident warrants further assistance or advice parents will be contacted. 
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Uniforms: Students are expected to wear their uniform including proper footwear and ankle socks. In 
Summer boys wear blue socks and girls wear white. In Winter both girls and boys wear blue socks. 

On Sports Days the school tracksuit or shorts and polos are worn with runners. On all other days full school 
uniform, including black shoes is to be worn. Jewellery items are to be only stud ear rings Any long hair 
should be tied back with red or blue ribbons or bands. Hats are compulsory in Term 1 and Term 4. Nail polish 
is not acceptable. 

Signing in at the office: A recommendation from recent evacuation practices was in relation to accounting 
for visitors/ parents on site during the day. All visitors are asked to sign in at the office and wear a visitors 
badge 

 Newsletters are accessed directly from the internet. Go to www.sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au 
 Nuts/ Allergies: As we have several children at SJV with nut allergies we strongly recommend that 

you do not send foods containing nuts to school.  
 Ambulance Cover: Do you have ambulance cover? If a child is seriously sick or injured at school we 

will call an ambulance if deemed necessary. This is a costly expense to families if you are not 
covered. 

Kind Regards  

Shane Regan 

 

Dear parents and carers,        30th January 2020 
 
The letter below has been sent to all catholic schools and we have been asked to pass it onto you. 
 
The safety and care of your children is paramount to me and our school community.  
 
I am writing to you following new advice from the Australian and Victorian governments regarding the novel 
coronavirus.  
 
All children who have travelled to Hubei Province of China, are advised to stay at home and avoid public settings, 
including attendance at schools and early learning centres, until 14 days after last being in Hubei province, China. 
This applies to any and all students even if they do not show any symptoms of the virus. 
 
Children who are well and have travelled to other provinces in China, or any other areas where there have been 
reported cases, are NOT recommended to be excluded from schools unless the following applies: 
 The person is a confirmed case of novel coronavirus   
 The person is a close contact with a confirmed case of novel coronavirus in the past 14 days 
 
If you think your child is showing any relevant symptoms of the novel corona virus, please call the Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) to discuss further actions on 1300 651 160. 
 
This advice is also being provided to teachers and other school staff to ensure we mitigate any risks associated with the 
spread of the virus. 
 
Attached is a factsheet provided by the Victorian Government providing advice and information about the novel 
coronavirus, including what actions to take if your child is feeling unwell following travel to the Hubei province, and 
practical steps to avoid the spread of the virus. 
 
You can also access further information and updates from the following websites: 
 For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus 
 For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus 
 For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus 
 WHO resources  https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus  



St John Vianney’s Primary School is committed to creating an environment where the safety, wellbeing, and 
participation of all children within our care is paramount. 

 4 

 
In circumstances like these, there can understandably be a lot of concern and uncertainty about the safety of your 
child. Please know that I am available to discuss your concerns with you, and will provide any revised advice to you as 
soon as it becomes available. 
 
Regards 
Shane Regan- Principal 
St.John Vianney’s Parkdale 

Diary Dates 

Tuesday 4th February School Mass 12.00 
Tuesday 4th February Whole School Mass 12.00pm 
Wednesday 5th February Swimming Squad Training 

Chess begins 
Friday 7th February Swimming Squad Training 
Sunday 9th February Year 6 Leadership and Staff Commissioning Mass 9.00am 
Monday 10th  February Swimming Squad Training 
Wednesday 12th February Swimming Squad Training 
Friday 14th February Swimming Squad Training 
Monday 17th February Swimming Squad Training 

Parent/Teacher Interviews: Students to finish at 2pm  
Wednesday 19th February Swimming Squad Training 

Year 6 Leadership Day at St Louis 
Friday 21st February Swimming Squad Training 
Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday Mass 12.00pm 
Thursday 27th February School Photos 
Friday 28th February Clean Up Australia Day  
Wednesday 4th March  Interschool Swimming Carnival 
Thursday 5th March Cricket Inflatables Prep-Yr 6 
Monday 9th March PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 10th March School Cross Country 
Friday 13th March Summer Gala Day Yr 5/6 
Mon 16-Wed 18th March 5/6 Camp 
Tuesday 17th March School Mass 12.00pm 
Friday 20th March Year 6 Halogen Leadership Day 
Friday 27th March Easter Paraliturgy 

End of Term 1pm 
 

Advanced Notice  

First Eucharist: Sat 13th/ Sun 14th June: 

Confirmation: Thursday 16th July 

 3/4 Camp for 2020: Thurs 22nd Oct-Fri 23rd Oct  
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Chess Lessons at SJV 2020 
 
Once again this year we hope to have a wonderful Chess Club here at SJV. Students who attended 
chess last year or who would like to join are invited to attend. There is space for 24 students in the 
class. There is a term fee of $120. The classes are held once a week on Wednesdays from 10 to 
11am commencing next week on the 5th of February.  The classes are conducted by a chess 
instructor from Kids Unlimited and Helen Tancheff attends the class also.  
The weekly lesson includes 30 minutes of strategy, instruction and demonstration. Students then 
play each other for 30 minutes and compete with each other practising the new moves or strategy. 
When the students are playing games the instructor gives tips and helps students to improve their 
moves.  Awards are issued at the end of each term for achievement or most improved etc. Each 
term students are invited to attend a chess tournament.  
This year there are two inter-school tournaments booked here at SJV. Parents are more than 
welcome to attend a class on Wednesdays or attend the tournaments.  
 
Each week students earn a ranking score and this score is considered when our students compete 
against other schools.  
Please ring the office to enrol in the chess class ASAP or email Helen Tancheff 
helent@sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au.  
Please remember that chess starts next week the 5th February.  
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