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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 6th February 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe that our 1st full week of school is 
almost completed. Our students from Prep to Year 6 
have made a very smooth start especially the Preps with their Year 6 Buddies. 
I’m not sure who is more excited about having a Buddy. The Year 6s have 

been very caring spending much of their 
lunchtime playing games or just accompanying 
their Buddies. The Year 6s caring and 
supportive manner was very evident at our 
whole school mass last Tuesday as they sat 
with their buddies and helped them through 
their first school mass.  

The way that the Year 6s have embraced this 
part of their 
Leadership 
reflects 
many of the 

community values of our school vision talks 
about- “St. John Vianney’s is a welcoming 
and supportive community of teachers, 
parents and children who teach and live by 
the Gospel values of Jesus Christ”.  (part of 
our Vision Statement) As well as reflecting 
our vision these senior students provide a 
positive example to the student 
community.  

Our school places a strong emphasis on developing the Leadership of all 
students, in particular our senior students. At next Sunday’s Opening School 
Mass our Year 6 leaders, of each of our Student Leadership groups, will 
receive their badges in front of our community. Our Student Leadership 
groups in 2020 are- Environment & Sustainability, Performance, Creative 
Arts, Sport & Recreation and Social Justice. Each group has 2 leaders plus 
other members from the 5/6 classes and they meet fortnightly on a Thursday 
afternoon. These Leadership Groups then work on school and community 
based activities related to their field. As part of their leadership role the Year 
6s attend 5 training days and the National Young Leaders Forum in late 
March. 

All classes participate in Leadership through their election of two Student 
Representative Council members per class. The SRC then conducts meetings 
to discuss ideas and actions to improve our school, each class will be electing 
their SRC representatives in the next fortnight. 
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As a smaller school we are able to offer many opportunities to every student (opportunities that often aren’t 
available in bigger schools) and leadership is very much one of these areas. We value the leadership roles 
that our students hold in our school and we look forward to the thoughts and actions that our student 
leadership structure brings to our school in 2020. As our 2020 School Theme says, “Alone we can do so little. 
Together we can do so much” (Helen Keller) 

There are a couple of key dates for your diary in this early part of the year: 

 Our Opening School Year Mass on Sunday 9th February in St.John Vianney’s church at 9:00am. At 
this mass we present our Yr.6 Leaders with their Leadership badges, we present our Preps to our 
school community and our staff and parents make their commitment to the year ahead. It would be 
lovely if we could pack the church to begin our year. 

 Parent-Teacher Interviews- Monday 17th February. Over the past couple of years we have 
conducted various Parent Information Evenings at the start of each school year. This year we have 
decided to have Parent- Teacher Interviews due mainly to the fact that we have a number of new 
staff and a significant number of teaching staff changes across the levels. The purpose of the 
interviews will not be to report on student performance but rather for parents to talk about their 
child- likes, dislikes, hobbies, interests at school and at home, etc and it will allow the teacher time 
to get to know the parents and share their observations at this early stage in the year. Prior to the 
interviews we will send home an information sheet for parents to fill in about their child and return 
it to the class teacher prior to the Interview appointment. The interview times are done via School 
interviews. Please see attached flyer.  
 

Aussie of the Month 

In previous years we have presented students with the Aussie of the Month award, we will continue this 
practice in 2020. This year we will present an award to a student from each class on a monthly basis, the 
recipient will be a student who has participated as fully as they can in the life of our school, through their 
classroom, playground and perhaps even their broader community activities. It’s not about being the best 
but rather about “being the best you can be”. The awards will be presented at a Tuesday assembly. 

Uniform Reminders 

Children are not to have nail polish, earings should be studs only (nothing that dingle dangles) and sports 
socks are to be predominately white, I realise that many sports socks have various logos on them but some 
of them are so big that they actually dominate the sock above the ankles. Please ensure that your child’s 
sports socks are either plain white or with a minimum of commercial logos. 

School Fee Accounts 

School Fee Accounts have been sent home this week via the eldest child in each family. Please ensure that 
you have paid all student levies and are aware of the due dates for Tuition Fees. There are a number of 
payment options including direct debit of your account. Your support in this most important aspect of our 
school administration is greatly appreciated. 

Men’s Night: See the note in this newsletter. Over the past years we have had a couple of Men’s Nights each 
year. Please come along and met some other dads, especially those new to SJV. 

School Levies: Levies were issued in December last year. There are still a number of families who have these 
accounts outstanding. Could these please be finalised ASAP. 

Asthma and Anaphylaxis plans: If your child requires Asthma medication, an Epipen or medication for 
allergies including Hay Fever, this must be supplied to the school. All medications are kept in the First Aid 
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Room. Management plans for Asthma and anaphylactic reactions need to be signed by a doctor and supplied 
to the school. 

Kind Regards  

 

Shane Regan 

Diary Dates 

  
Sunday 9th February Year 6 Leadership and Staff Commissioning Mass 9.00am 
Tuesday 11th  February Swimming Squad Training 
Monday 17th February Parent/Teacher Interviews: Students to finish at 2pm  
Tuesday 18th February Swimming Squad Training 
Wednesday 19th February Year 6 Leadership Day at St Louis 
Tuesday 25th February Swimming Squad Training 
Wednesday 26th February Ash Wednesday Mass 12.00pm 
Thursday 27th February School Photos 
Friday 28th February Clean Up Australia Day  
Wednesday 4th March  Interschool Swimming Carnival 
Thursday 5th March Cricket Inflatables Prep-Yr 6 
Monday 9th March PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 10th March School Cross Country 
Friday 13th March Summer Gala Day Yr 5/6 
Mon 16-Wed 18th March 5/6 Camp 
Tuesday 17th March School Mass 12.00pm 
Friday 20th March Year 6 Halogen Leadership Day 
Friday 27th March Easter Paraliturgy 

End of Term 1pm 
 

Class News as presented at Assembly by Jacinta and Jonathon from Year 6 on Tuesday 4th 
February. 

Prep 0M -  we made decorations for the 60th anniversary of our school and we have been learning the 
school rules. We have also enjoyed having lunch with our buddies. 
 
1/2 OP - We have been doing skip counting in maths and  
understanding behaviour guidelines to work together.  
 
1/2 FP - We've been counting on by two’s and we have started some spelling.  
 
3/4 LZ - We are happy to have our chromebooks and we have been very excited about having our first 
male teacher.  
 
 3/4 TD - We loved writing a letter to our teacher and we liked having brain breaks in class. 
 
5/6 LH - We have been doing a 2020 vision and have enjoyed having Miss Heiberg in our tropical 
classroom.  
 
5/6SR - The Grade 6s are excited to sit next to their buddies in Mass and Mrs Slater has been carefully 
watching our handwriting. 
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                                         CHESS                     
    If your child is interested in chess or is just a beginner in chess let them 
come down to CHESS CLUB  it’s on every Wednesday 10 am to 11 am, 
please contact the office to pay. It cost $120 per term. 

Today we had several students attend chess as they were very interested. 
Some of our new students learn new moves today already! 
 

Dallas Mavroudis and Will Calman 
 
 
LIBRARY   NEWS   -   2020 
 
Welcome to the new school year  - especially to our new families.  
Please feel free to call into the library on Wed. or Thurs. pm. 
Library classes commenced this week and are held on the following 
days :  
Wed.      -      1/2 OP,   1/2 FP,   3/4 LZ,   5/6 SR 
Thurs.   -      3/4 TD,   5/6 LH 
Could you please ensure that Year P - 4 children all have a library 
bag. 
 
 
SCHOLASTIC  BOOK  CLUB 
 
All orders for our first edition are due online by Feb. 12th. 
 
Happy Reading 
 
Julie Glen 

 

Advanced Notice  

First Eucharist: Sat 13th/ Sun 14th June: 

Confirmation: Thursday 16th July 

 3/4 Camp for 2020: Thurs 22nd Oct-Fri 23rd Oct  
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Dear parents and carers, 

This is the latest information that we have received from the Catholic Education Office regarding the 
coronavirus. 

Further to my message last week, I am writing to provide you with updated advice about the novel 
coronavirus outbreak relating to people arriving in Australia from mainland China. 

Any child returning from mainland China (not including Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan) who was in mainland 
China on or after 1 February 2020 is to be isolated at home and should not attend school until 14 days after 
they were last in mainland China. 

This recommendation applies only to children who were in mainland China on or after 1 February 2020. It 
does not apply to students that left mainland China before 1 February 2020. 

As previously advised, parents of students that have been exposed to a confirmed coronavirus case or that 
have arrived in Australia from Hubei Province should ensure that their child is isolated at home and does not 
attend school for 14 days. 

Attached is an updated factsheet provided by the Victorian Government providing advice and information 
about the novel coronavirus. 

You can also access further information and updates from the following websites: 

 For Victorian updates to the current incident, go to: https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus 
 For national updates: https://www.health.gov.au/news/latest-information-about-novel-coronavirus 
 For international updates: https://www.who.int/westernpacific/emergencies/novel-coronavirus 
 WHO resources: https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus 
  

The well-being of your child continues to be of paramount importance to me and our school staff. I will 
continue to share information and advice about the coronavirus outbreak as it becomes available. 

Regards 

Shane Regan 
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