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THURSDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2018   

Dear Families, 

Yesterday we attended mass as a whole school for Ash 

Wednesday which marks the start of Lent, the forty days of 

preparation for Easter. All children have talked about the 

significance of the Lenten period and the practice of giving up something for 

Lent. 

I’m sure that many parents 

are like me and grew up with 

giving up something and 

putting the money aside in 

the Project Compassion box 

whether that box was at 

home or at school. I would 

like to encourage all families 

to talk to their children about 

giving up something and 

putting the money aside for Project Compassion in 2018. Yesterday I had a 

very fulfilling discussion with some year 3 and 4 students about Project 

Compassion and how we 

can help people in need 

both here and overseas ( 

Project Compassion is 

administered by Caritas 

Australia, 

www.caritas.org.au  which 

is the Catholic agency for 

international aid and 

development) The 

children were very 

interested to know that if they gave up something and saved that money 

what type of things could be done with it, for example: 

• $5 can buy a chicken for a village in Mozambique, they can then 

raise and sell the chicken to provide medical supplies and school uniforms for 

children 

• $70 can buy educational materials for a young Syrian refugee so that 

they can attend school in Jordan 

• $500 can support a group of women in the Philippines to run an 

income generating project 

We have a great community and we are very fortunate to live with the daily 

comforts that we have. Wouldn’t it be great if every child and adult in our 

school community were able to give up one of our normal pleasures during 

Lent and send along $2 to the Project Compassion Box we’d have more than 

enough to help that women’s group in the Philippines. Each class has a 

Project Compassion Box and there is also one in the office foyer. 
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Parent Information Night 

Hopefully everyone received their class Term letter last Friday. On that letter there was information 

regarding our Information Night next Thursday at 7.00p.m. in the multi-purpose room. We will begin with a 

presentation from me to all parents about our plans and directions for 2018 and then parents will be able to 

go to their child’s classroom for a presentation from the teacher. As I said in the term letter all teachers will 

be presenting at the same time so if you have children in 2 classes you will need 2 parents so that one can go 

to each of the rooms. Please note that these are not parent teacher interviews it is a presentation from the 

teacher regarding the structures and procedures of that particular class in 2018. 

Student Absences   

Following a review by the Minister for Education all schools must, from 30th January 2018, contact a parent 

as soon as is practicable if there is an unexplained absence of a student. Obviously this action has been taken 

to help ensure the safety of school-aged children during school hours.  

In order for this to work effectively for our school I ask that if your child is going to be away please go to our 

website and complete the Report an Absence form on the website. This will make life a lot easier for Nicole 

(our Office Manager) because she will be the one who will have to make these follow up calls and as we all 

know Nicole is already very busy with all the other aspects of her role. 

Coles Sport for Schools 

We are participating in the Coles “Sport for Schools” program where if you shop at Coles each time you 

spend $10 you will be given a voucher. These vouchers are then redeemable for sports equipment at the end 

of the program. The program runs from 7th February until 11th May. We have a box in the front area of our 

local Coles store at 81 Mentone Parade or you can send your vouchers to school where we have a collection 

box in the foyer. Encourage anyone you know, who may shop at Coles that we would love to be the 

beneficiary of their vouchers. 

We are saddened by the sudden passing of Mel Pleysiers mum Nancy last week, 

grandmother to Parker and Hudson and mother in law to Kevin. Our thoughts, 

prayers and love are with you all at this sad time.  

 

Regards, 

 

Shane Regan 

Principal’s Report to St.John Vianney’s Parents & Friends Association  12-02-18 

The 2018 school year has started very smoothly here at St.John Vianney’s with our new model of classroom 

structure of Prep, Junior 1/2, Middle 3/4, and the Senior classes of Year 5 and 5/6. Our student numbers 

have increased from 148 at February 2017 to 150 in 2018. Although it is a modest increase it is still an 

increase and hopefully it is the foundation for continued further growth. 

Along with the changed classroom structure we have introduced 3 curriculum areas: 

1. STEAM- Science Technology Engineering Art & Mathematics, this area will be taught by Gabbi 

Davoren to each class on a 4 week cycle and we aim to open the minds of our children to the place 

of science and technology as practical elements of our everyday life. 



3 

 

2. You Can Do It Program- this is a program designed to develop self-esteem and improve/equip 

students with skills and techniques to identify their strengths and develop their relationship skills, 

this program is being taught by Anna Melia. 

3. Literacy data and assessment has been introduced to assist all classroom teachers in having a clearer 

understanding of the literacy skills achieved, particularly regarding comprehension and to focus on 

the areas for improvement and the next level of skills to be achieved. This program is being 

implemented and coordinated by Emma Strom. 

Last Sunday’s Beginning of the Year Mass was a very positive experience for our community with our Staff 

and Student Leaders pledging their commitment to our school in front of the St.John Vianney’s parish 

community. As we have settled into the year the most pressing follow up issues that I have are- 

• Final costings on a possible Year 6 Camp to Canberra possibly around October, I hope to have some 

clear information around this by the end of this week 

• Plantings for each class in the vegetable planter boxes 

• A budgeted figure of readily available funds from the PFA to continue the grounds and play 

equipment development, as soon as practicable 

My apologies for not being able to attend this meeting but a family gathering for my son from America was 

moved to tonight and with his return to America next week I want to be with the family tonight. Thank-you 

to Kerry Slater for deputising for me. 

Shane Regan   Principal 

 

 

Class news as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 13th February by Ella and Marcus from Year 6 

Prep: We have been making and enjoying pancakes and we watched a you tube clip called The 
Runaway Pancake. 
 
1/2 MH: We have been writing letters to the Queen from our big book story and we have loved 
eating pancakes.  
 
1/2 LH: We wrote procedures about how to make pancakes and we are learning how to work as a 
team.   
 
3/4 FP: In class sport we played a game where we had to hold hands in a circle and try to get a 
small hoop around us without breaking the circle and we have been learning about place value.  
 
3/4 TD: We have been learning about verbs and subjects and we have been researching the 
Commonwealth Games. 
 
5 GF: We are excited for the interschool swimming tryouts and we are preparing for Ash 
Wednesday. 
 
5/6 SH: We have learned the proper way of rounding numbers and most of the year 6s went to the 
Mass on Sunday and received their leadership badges. 
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School Assemblies Tuesdays 3.00pm 

Parents are most welcome to join us at our assemblies. 

20th Feb: M 3/4 FP 27th Feb: M 3/4 TD  6th March: J 1/2 MH  

13th March: J 1/2 LH 20th March: Prep OM 27th March: S 5/6 SH 

 

Term Dates 2018 

Term 1: 31st Jan- 29th March  Term 2: 16th April-29th June 

Term 3: 16th July- 21st September Term 4: 8th October- 19th December 

DIARY DATES 

Friday 16th February Swimming Training 

Thursday 22nd February Parent Information Night 7.00pm 

19th, 21st, 23rd Feb Swimming Training 

Tuesday 27th February Mass 12.00 

26th, 28th Feb, 2nd March Swimming Training 

Friday 2nd March Clean Up School Day 

Monday 5th March Andrew Chin Workshops and  Night Concert at 7pm 

Open Day for prep enrolments 2019 

Tuesday 6th March School Mass 12.00 

Wednesday 7th March Interschool Swimming Carnival 

Monday 12th March LABOUR DAY HOLIDAY 

Tuesday 13th March School Mass 12.00 

Wednesday 14th March Open Day for Prep enrolments 2019 

Wednesday 21st March School Photos 

Thursday 22nd March Interschool Chess Tournament 

Monday 26th March Year 6 Halogen Leadership Day  

PFA Meeting 

Thursday 29th March Easter Paraliturgy 9.15am 

1.00pm Finish Close End of Term 

   

 

Coles Sport for Schools Program at St.John Vianney’s 

Hello families of SJV, our names are Ava Ferguson and Leila Timms. We just want to let you know about the 

Coles Sport for Schools vouchers. When you collect vouchers by shopping at Coles we can earn sports gear 

for our school. It finishes on the 15th June and once you have collected some vouchers please bring them to 

the SJV Office. 

We will be adding them up each week and we would appreciate it if everyone could bring some in. Thank-

you.  Ava Ferguson and Leila Timms 
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Lent - A journey to understand God’s great love for us by Senior 5GF 

This week in Senior 5GF we have recalled what we remember about Lent and why it is a significant time for us as Catholics. 

We reflected on the idea of Lent as journey to get to know God better and to know His great love for us. We recalled Ash 

Wednesday as the first day of Lent, and yesterday we went to Ash Wednesday Mass as a whole school. We received holy 

ashes on our foreheads, blessed by Father Michael. The ashes were marked in a cross shape to remind us that Jesus died 

for us on a cross.  

We discussed other Lenten signs and symbols including the colour purple, a symbol of preparation for the death and 

resurrection of Jesus at Easter. Finally, we explored ways we can be more like Jesus and how we can grow closer to God 

during Lent. This includes praying, as much as possible, fasting or giving up luxuries and things we don’t need, and most 

importantly, giving alms, especially to poor those people in need. 

 

 

Senior 5GF presenting this week’s assembly prayer 

 

District Swimming Carnival- Wednesday 7th March 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

Below are the training times for swimming practice/selection 

for the upcoming district carnival at Noble Park Aquatic Centre 

(NPAC) Address: 9 Memorial Dr, Noble Park   

 

Swimming Training Times 7:55am- 8:30am 

 

Friday the 16th February, Monday the 19th February, Wednesday the 21st February  

Friday the 23rd February, Monday the 26th February, Wednesday the 28th February  

Friday the 2nd March  

 

It would be greatly appreciated if we can have some parents help with supervision and training at the pool 

and breakfast at 8:30am in the MPR at 8:30am. 

 Please write your name on the list in the office if you can assist. 

Kind Regards 

Liz 
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Pancake Tuesday 
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Sports Days for 2018: Students are required to wear their Sports Uniforms on the following days 

Prep: Thursday and Friday 

Year 1/2: Monday and Thursday   

Year 3/4 FP: Tuesday and Thursday 

Year 3/4 TD: Wednesday and Thursday 

Year 5 and 5/6: Wednesday and Friday 

Direct Debit Forms: Fee accounts have been sent home this week. At the end of last year we sent home 

Direct Debit forms for School fees. This is a great way to stay on top of your fees for 2018. Please fill this 

form in if you would like to take up this payment method and drop it into the office. If you have misplaced it, 

please call in to collect a new one. 

Asthma and Anaphylaxis plans: If your child requires Asthma medication, an Epipen or medication for 

allergies including Hay Fever, this must be supplied to the school. All medications are kept in the First Aid 

Room. Management plans for Asthma and anaphylactic reactions need to be signed by a doctor and supplied 

to the school. 
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