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THURSDAY 12th DECEMBER 2019  

 
Dear Families, 
 
Last Tuesday evening we celebrated the Graduation of 
our 2019 Year 6 class. It was a lovely evening where the 
students celebrated with their teachers- past and present and their parents. 
Following their Graduation Dinner ( whilst the children had dinner the 
parents had a cocktail gathering in the rear courtyard) there was a beautiful 
paraliturgy and a range of reflections by the students. The room looked 
fantastic thanks to the wonderful preparations done by our current Year 5 
mums. This is a special night on our annual calendar thanks to the efforts of 
many but in particular I would like to thank Kerry Slater for coordinating the 
evening along with support from Genevieve Fikaris, Liz heath and Nicole 

Davies. We also farewelled the 
following 17 families: Callaghan, 
Carter, Cracknell, Dawson, 
Kazantzis, Lambe, Leitch, LiDonni, 
Lynch, Miller, Mullins, Pleysier, 
Sells, Spirogiannis, Strom, Sullivan, 
Videky. We thank them all for 
their contributions to our 
community and wish them well 
for the future. 

  

This is our final newsletter for the year and I’m sure that most of you are like 
me in thinking, why didn’t Collingwood win the Premiership? or like the other 
thought that I had- Hasn’t the year flown by so very quickly. I don’t intend to 
go back over all of our happenings but I think that a synopsis wouldn’t be out 
of place. 

The 2019 school year has been another successful and busy time and I 
believe, that in all domains we have achieved our goals. 

 As a faith community- sacramentally, through social justice 
initiatives and living the Gospel Values to support each other our community 
has shown strength and support 
 Fr. Michael has continued to be a wonderful supporter of our school 
through his physical presence and his willingness to meet with people and 
discuss our growth 
 Academically our results continue to reflect high growth levels by 
our students 
 Our production of Beauty and the Beast was a wonderful reflection 
of the talents and spirit of endeavour from our students, staff and parents 
 On the sporting fields we were involved in everything and achieved 
success at District, Regional and State level 
 The continued growth of our students as a whole school community 
working with each other from Prep to Year 6 

PRINCIPAL: 

MR SHANE REGAN 

 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: 

MRS HELEN TANCHEFF 

 

OFFICE MANAGER: 

MRS NICOLE DAVIES 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9580 5812 

 

OFFICE EMAIL 

office@sjvparkdale.catholic.e
du.au 

 

WEBSITE ADDRESS 

www.sjvparkdale.catholic.ed
u.au 

 

 

PARISH PRIEST 

FR. MICHAEL MCENTEE 

 

PARISH SECRETARY 

PAT MORTON 

 

OFFICE PHONE NUMBER 

9583 2103 

ST JOHN VIANNEY 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 



St John Vianney’s Primary School is committed to creating an environment where the safety, wellbeing, and 
participation of all children within our care is paramount. 

 2 

 The School Review where we received very positive feedback regarding our students, curriculum, 
administration and community 

At the conclusion of every year we pause to say goodbye and thank you to students, some families and staff 
who are moving on to new endeavours. In this newsletter I would like to write a few words about those staff 
who are moving on from St.John Vianney’s. 

Earlier this year we had Marg Ricardo and Cath McCallig leave us and I wrote about them at their time of 
leaving. Now at the end of the year we have some other people to farewell: 

Genevieve Fikaris- Gen is taking maternity leave for the birth of her 1st child due in April. Gen has been at 
St.John Vianney’s for 7 years and those who have had Gen as their child’s teacher will know her to be a very 
organised teacher with a gentle manner. We wish Gen and Grant happiness and good health with the birth 
of their 1st child and we look forward to her return from maternity leave, in the future. 

Amanda Lalor- Amanda has worked as a Learning Support Officer in the 2nd half of the year. Amanda has 
worked across all levels and we thank her for her time with us and wish her all the best as she continues her 
career at St.Patrick’s. 

Kerry Dermietzel- thank you to Kerry for stepping in to fill the role of Performance teacher for us for 4th 
term. Kerry’s experience enabled all students to continue on the path that Cath McCallig had started, thank 
you very much Kerry and good luck back at St.Marks. 

Liz Heath- Liz leaves us after 9 years mainly in the role of Phys Ed teacher with some classroom work. Liz’s 
enthusiasm for Phys Ed and Sport has provided our children with numerous opportunities to compete and 
share success both in Phys Ed and inter school sport. Liz has willingly given of her time and a great deal of 
extra time to build the spirit and performance of students here at St.John Vianney’s. Liz’s leadership in this 
area has been the foundation of the wonderful successes that we have experienced and the reputation that 
we have rightly earned as the school that punches well above its weight. 

Anna Melia- Anna has been on Long Service Leave for the 2nd half of the year and has now made the decision 
to resign from any ongoing position. There aren’t the right words to fully express the gratitude of our school 
and community to someone who has devoted 28 years of their life to one school. Anna’s creativity, calm 
manner and ability to find the good in every student aren’t learned at Teachers College. They are innate gifts 
given to a dedicated educator who was generous enough to share them with us. Anna has given St.John 
Vianney’s 28 years of service and now it’s time to give back a couple of years to 
yourself. Anna won’t be fully lost to us as she will be doing some emergency work 
with us in 2020. 

2020 promises much for St.John Vianney’s, we have existing staff changing roles, we 
welcome 3 new teachers onto our staff along with some more Learning Support 
Officers to be employed. Our school community has many strengths and as we look 
to 2020 and our 60th Anniversary let’s continue to live by our 2020 school theme. 

End of Year Reports- the End of Year Reports will be sent home tomorrow with your children. Included with 
the report will be a letter from me which details which class your child will be in for 2020. 

Transition to 2020 classes- All children who are returning to SJV in 2020 will have a Transition period next 
Tuesday morning from 9:15-10:15 in their new classroom, with their new classmates and teacher. 

End of Year Paraliturgy-  Wednesday 18th December 9:15am in the Multi-Purpose Room 
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It has become a tradition of St.John Vianney’s that we have a special Paraliturgy on the last day of the school 
year.  All families are invited to join us as we celebrate our Christmas Paraliturgy at 9.15am in the MPR.  This 
is being led by our Prep, 1/2 classes.  

Could we ask that all Preps come dressed in white or light colours as they are angels, 1/2 LH in dark colours 
for shepherds and 1/2 MH in light colours for stars. Those with a particular role will be given costumes at 
school.  

We would like to thank Katrina, Laura Heiberg’s mum for making us some Nativity costumes. They will be a 
great resource for us for many years to come.   

 

We will BREAK UP at 12:00pm on Wednesday, our farewell break up to our Year 6s and departing staff will 
begin on the basketball court at 11:45am. Once again parents are most welcome to attend. 

Our Final School Assembly- Tuesday 17th December in the MPR 

This will be our final assembly for the year and it will be led by our Year 6 students. 

The school year 2020 

Students return to St.John Vianney’s for the 2020 school year on Thursday 30th January 

 

Finally I would like to thank all students and families for 
their efforts during this school year and hope that you 
have some time in the coming weeks to focus on this 
time in the Church’s year and continue to share some of 
our gifts with those less fortunate than us. I hope that it 
is a peaceful time spent with family and friends. 

Merry Christmas to you all   

Shane Regan 

 

 
 
Message From Anna Melia 
 
Vale SJV ! Many thanks for your care and kindness over my years at SJV. It has been a wonderful experience 
and I have learned a good deal from the staff, students and parents. What a brilliant community it is – long 
may it thrive ! 
I look forward to new adventures – but leave knowing I have many beautiful memories and friendships. 
Best wishes to all for a holy, happy and safe Christmas and exciting times in 2020. 
Anna Melia 
PS: Thank you to all in the SJV community and parish for the love and support given to me at the time of my 
mother’s death. 
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School Sport Victoria State Selections for 2020 
School Sport Victoria will once again be offering the opportunity for students with emerging talent from St 
John Vianney's School to register to trial for School Sport Victoria Team Vic State Teams in 2020. 
  
Registrations to trial open on Sunday 1 December, 2019 and remain open until Sunday 1 March, 2020 for 
Boys Australian Football, Netball, Boys Basketball, Girls Basketball, and Boys Football (Soccer). 
  
Trails are not Come ‘n’ Try opportunities. They are a process for selecting a Team Vic State Team to 
represent the state at School Sport Australia Championships. 

For further information visit www.ssv.vic.edu.au/team-vic 
  

Diary Dates 

Wed 11, Thurs 12, Fri 13 Dec Swimming Program 
Monday 16th December Year 6 Big Day Out 
Wednesday 18th December Paraliturgy 9.15am 

Farewell to Year 6’s at 11.45am 
End of Year 12.00pm 

Tuesday 28th January 2020 School Office reopens 
Thursday 30th January 2020 All children return Prep-Year 6 
Tuesday 4th February School Mass 12.00 
Sunday 9th February Year 6 Leadership and Staff Commissioning Mass 9.00am 

 

Advanced Notice  

5/6 Camp for 2020: Mon 16th March- Wed 18th March (CHANGE OF DATE) 

3/4 Camp for 2020: Thurs 22nd Oct-Fri 23rd Oct  

School Photos: Thurs 27th Feb 

Sat 13th/ Sun 14th June: First Eucharist 

  

 
SJV Christmas Hampers  

 
 
 
Please help us spread the love and bring a smile to people in our Parish this 
Christmas, by taking a bauble or two off the tree in the office and purchasing the 
item/s, then leaving them in the tub under the tree.  
 
Volunteers from St Vincent de Paul will wrap and distribute the hampers to needy 
residents. 
 
Please make sure all items are in the tub by Friday 13th December. 
Thanks! 
 
St.John Vianney’s  Student Social Justice Team. 
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