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THURSDAY 5th DECEMBER 2019  

 
Dear Families, 
  

Another busy week here at St. John Vianney’s as we 
have moved into December. Last Thursday we had the 
Annual General Meeting of the Parents and Friends Association and although 
we had many nominations for the general committee we didn’t receive 
nominations for the roles of President, Vice-President and Secretary. We 
really do need people to step up in these roles, please consider if you could 
give the time to help our school in this way. 

Included with this newsletter are copies of my report and the Minutes of the 
meeting. 

This week we had our end of year 
Carols evening in the multi-purpose 
room. It was a special evening with all 
classes performing along with our 
Guitar group and the Keyboard group. 
Thank you to the staff for preparing the 
children and to Carly Reeves and her 
helpers for cooking the BBQ and of 
course our thank you list would not be 

complete without a special thank you to Santa’s Helper who came and made 
the evening complete. 

This week our Swimming Program kicked off with all classes attending their 
lessons at the Don Tatnell  Leisure Centre. In addition to the swimming 
program all children have participated in a 1st Aid Course last Tuesday and 
our Year 6s participated in a Beach Day Program that was organised by Tim 
and Jenny Jessop, thank you both for giving your time and expertise. 

Tomorrow our Senior Girls Lacrosse team 
are playing in the State finals at Fawkner 
Park, good luck girls.  

Hooptime Year 3/4  Future Stars State 
Finals were held on Thursday 28th 
November at the Dandenong Basketball 
Stadium. Our team won all of their 
preliminary games and progressed 
through to the quarter finals where they 
were defeated. This was a great effort to 
make it through to the last 8 in the state, 
congratulations to our team and special 
thanks to Jacqui Day and Matt Hannan 
for coaching the team. 
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Next Tuesday evening we have the Graduation Ceremony for 
our Year 6 students of 2019 with their parents and the school 
staff. We hope that the children have a most memorable 
evening.  

Next Thursday is our Swimming Carnival, further details will be 
sent home next week. 

Reports will be sent home to all families on Friday 13th 
December and transition to new classes with 2020 teachers will 
take place on Tuesday 17th December from 9:15-10:15am. 
Tomorrow all families will receive a letter detailing the staff allocations for 2020, this letter will not tell you 
which class your child is in, this detail will come home in your child’s report. Tomorrow’s letter is purely to 
tell you who will be teaching where in 2020. 

End of Year Mass 

I encourage all families to be represented at our end of year Mass in St.John Vianney’s church at 9:00am, 
this Sunday. This is a special mass to celebrate our school year and have our senior students share the Light 
of Leadership for the 2020 school year. I hope that we can fill the church.  

Milly update 

Earlier this week Mrs. Davies and Mrs. Moor went in to see Milly and set up a Christmas tree from the 
school, today Miss Heys has taken in the gift that was purchased with the money raised on the gold coin day 
organised by Kobe Donovan. In my conversations with Rocky he tells me that she continues to make steady 
progress and that the other day she did some kneeling with the physio. As at today through the efforts of 
our school community, Elonera kinder, our Parish and many other members of our local community we have 
raised $10,000 to support the family. I know from my conversations with Rocky that the family are so very, 
very grateful but as I have often said to Rocky, it’s the least we can do and we are all very happy to do it. 

Today I went to Parkdale Secondary College to give a student, Shayan, 
a thank you gift from our school community. When we had the 
accident, Shayan, a Year 10 student came over and sat with and 
comforted Maddi. She showed a maturity, sense of responsibility and 
calmness that supported Maddi through her time of distress. Thank 
you to Shayan and Michael Tuck- Deputy Principal at Parkdale for the 
support they gave us on that day. 

 

School Breaks Up on Wednesday 18th December at 12:00pm.  

 
Thank you to our Year 5’s who decorated our tree today in the school office. 
 
 
Hot Lunch for the end of the year: Order forms for a Hot Lunch on Friday 13th 
December have gone home, please order by next Tuesday. 

Christmas Hampers: Please see the letter from our Student Social Justice Team and 
help with this excellent student led initiative. 

Regards 
Shane Regan 
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Principal’s Report to Annual General Meeting of  St.John Vianney’s School Parents & Friends Association 

28th November 2019 

The 2019 school year has again been a very challenging time for the school, with our lowest Prep intake and our highest 
exit year 6 numbers for many a year it would have been easy to consider our glass was half full but as I have come to 
see in my 4 years here, this is a community that gets stuck in and does the job. Following last year’s AGM we didn’t 
have enough people to fill all of the Office Bearer roles but in a matter of weeks people came forward to ensure that 
the job would get done. 

St. John Vianney’s can be very proud of the tradition of its PFA and the collective works that it has completed in 2019 
and previous years. Our contemporary world is very busy with parents expected to be an active participant in all 
aspects of their child’s life. From a school perspective we have called upon the PFA to support a range of activities in 
2019 including: 

 Working Bees for maintenance and development of our school grounds in particular the new playground 
equipment 

 Management of the Uniform Shop for our existing and prospective students 
 School celebration days e.g. the special lunch days and special occasions like St. John Vianney Feast Day, our 

Grandparents Day, Mother’s Day & Father’s Day, our Book Parade and Carols night  
 The assistance with our school production especially sets and costumes 
 Parent social activities particularly the social at the start of Term 3 and the Footy Night 
 Major fundraising activities, in particular our recent fete where many members of our school community 

worked together to raise $25,000 
 The support that has been given to all families effected by our recent tree accident and in particular the 

support that has been given to Milly and her family 

When I reflect on all of the activities of the 2019 school year I believe that just about every family has been actively 
involved in some area of support for the school. As such it would be impossible to identify everyone individually but I 
would like to identify the leadership shown by Mick Sullivan as President of the PFA, Marg Sells- Secretary, Philip Ingle 
as Treasurer, the combined leadership team for the Fete and the general committee.  
 
I would like to genuinely thank any parent who has given their time, energy, expertise or finances to assist us. I hope 
that you have enjoyed your involvement and you will be prepared to participate in future activities that will focus on 
the development of our school grounds, playground equipment and educational resources for our children. This year 
funds raised by the PFA have been spent on the new ropes course and the continued payment of our technology loan 
which pays for the iPads and Chromebooks that our students are able to access. 

2020 offers a range of opportunities- 

 The rebuilding of our student numbers with 18 Preps coming and 5 children at other year levels 

 Opportunities for new committee members, for new approaches to structure and for new activities to 
continue building our strong school community 

When looking toward 2020 I believe that one of the most important aspects of PFA life is to address how we best 
structure the role of Class Parents so that those people are an integral group level link.   

Last year at the AGM I said the following-   

“We are at a point where we can again show surrounding communities how we at St.John Vianney’s approach 
our difficulties with a sense of purpose and a view to achievement not a sense of acceptance and a view to 
the inevitable.”  

I know that schooling isn’t a competition but I am very aware that we are physically the little fish in the local ocean but 
that hasn’t stopped us from being successful in so many ways. Academically our results continue to reflect excellent 
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student growth, our sporting successes belie our size, our school production was as good as you would see from any 
primary school, our children work together as one large group supporting each other and our visual arts students 
continue to win awards at a state level.  

Our parent community has a real can do attitude, witness the work done through working bees, the fete, the 
production, support with sporting activities and of late the support shown to families in need.  

Thank-you for your efforts and I hope that you have a most enjoyable and restful Christmas break because there’s a lot 
more to do in 2020- our 60th Anniversary- an Anniversary for all. 

Regards  

 

Shane Regan    

Principal       

St John Vianney’s Primary School 
Parents and Friends Association  
Annual General Meeting  
 
Meeting Date: 28th November 2019 
Meeting Time: 7.36 pm 
Meeting Location: Multi Purpose Room 
 
Present: Helen Tancheff, Shane Regan, Michael Sullivan, Margaret Sells, Mandy Harris, Loren Terblanche, Jill 
Hannan, Rachael Saulle, Liz Heath, Chris Beck, Steve Mavroudis, Phillip Ingle, Jacqui Day 
Apologies:  Susan Calman, Marj Johnson,  
 
 
 
Agenda 
 

1. Reflection 
2. Minutes of Previous AGM dated 4/12/19 
3. Principal’s report 
4. President’s report 
5. Treasurer’s report 
6. Fete committee report 
7. Election of 2020 PFA Committee – call for Office Bearers and General Committee 
8. Election of 2020 Fete Committee 
9. General business and correspondence 
10. Close of meeting  

 
 

1. Reflection  Shane opened the meeting with a reflection on stilling the mind from our busy lives and 
taking time to be with Jesus. We pray for guidance as members of this committee. 

 
2. Previous AGM minutes 

               Moved by Jacqui and seconded by Mick 
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3. Principal’s report
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4. President’s report 
Mick thanked Shane for the opportunity to be president, he has enjoyed the role. Mick thanked 
everyone for their work over the year making our school the great community it is. 
Around $10,000 has been raised to assist Milly’s family since her terrible accident when a bough 
from the tree outside the church fell on a number of students leaving the church after Mass. Milly is 
improving but has a long road ahead of her. 
Mick thanked the fete committee for their amazing work in steering the fete to raise around $25,000 
for works around the school. 
 

5. Treasurer’s Report  
Prepared and read by Phillip.  

 Monies raised by the fete will assist the school going forward. Around $12,000 is needed to repay 
computer loans each year. 

 There is still some income to be received and costs associated with the fete, this will be sorted 
shortly. 

 It was noted that PFA accounts are audited along with the school accounts. 
 
Moved by Mandy and seconded by Margaret 

 
  6.     Fete Committee Report  

 Chris Beck thanked the fete committee for all their work achieving an excellent fete both in 
providing a wonderful evening for the school and community as well as the monies raised. 

 We had the best result on income from the rides in the recent history of the fete. 
 The fete is always at the mercy of the weather and in future the large cover over the food marquee 

will be left on the ground till the fete day to prevent its collapse as happened in strong wind this 
year. 

 Chris is happy to coordinate fete infrastructure again next year. He will reconfigure the rides for next 
year and pay the $1700 deposit to secure the rides a year in advance. 

 Fete to be held on November 20th 2020. 
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 It was felt a fete coordinator is an essential role and this will be sought next year. The first meeting 
will be held in April, so fete committee positions need to be advertised and filled early in the year. 

 Lawrie Videky has provided all the lights and PA gear for the fete, his contributions to the success of 
the fete is much appreciated. He will now be leaving the school so his willingness to continue to 
contribute needs to be followed up. 

 $400 is paid for the stage each year, which is erected and dismantled. 
 
 

7. Nominations for Office Bearers for PFA 2020 
President – no nominations 
Vice-president – no nominations 
Treasurer – Phillip Ingle nominated by Jill and seconded by Jacqui. Phillip is willing to continue in the role. 
Secretary – no nominations 
General Committee members – Marj Johnson, Loren Terblanche, Susan Calman, Jill Hannan, 
Marg Crowley (will take on coordination of hot lunches) and Jacqui Day (will coordinate class reps and 
Entertainment Book sales). 
 
 

8. Election of 2020 Fete Committee 
Infrastructure Coordinator – Chris Beck 
General Members – Patty Tapia, Mandy Harris, Susan Calman, Gina Ingle, Caroline McKean, Elisabetta 
Giorgi, Trevor Terblanche, Drasco Koncar and Rita Patestos. These will be confirmed at the fete committee 
dinner next Tuesday evening. 
 
 

9. General Business 
 Shane would like to add a security fence topper to our existing fence to help prevent young 

people from entering the school grounds at night. He has quotes for $15,000 thus asking 
$10,000 from the PFA funds to add to the promised $5000. 

 Some PFA members felt parents might not see this as the best use of funds and asked if there 
were other avenues that could be researched to obtain money for the fence. The treasurer 
felt that this money could not be spared from the funds at this point due to the computer 
repayment loan and other activities such as events for the 60th celebrations in 2020.  This 
would leave the PFA in a difficult financial position to begin the year. Further research and 
discussion will take place. 

 Friday 13th December hot lunch will be organised by Loren and Mandy. 
 Helen reported that Tim Richardson kindly attended the fete. 
 Carols night in MPR on Monday 2nd December. Sausages will be available to purchase after the 

event. 
 Genevieve Fikaris is taking maternity leave at the end of the term. The PFA will make a 

presentation to her at the Carols Night. 
 Graduation Night for grade 6 is Tuesday 10th December. 

 

10. Close of meeting 
No correspondence was received.  

  Moved by Helen and Seconded by Margaret.   Meeting closed at 8.44 pm. 
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Class news as presented at Assembly on Tuesday 3rd Dec by Caiden and Leila and from Year 5. 

 
Prep: We are writing letters to Santa in express, and we enjoyed making Christmas decorations for Milly. 
 
1/2 LH: Buddy the Elf has joined us this December and we enjoyed decorating our Christmas tree  
 
1/2 MH: We have making graduation gifts and are awesome at fractions!! 
 
3/4FP:  We had fun at school carols night and are excited to share our carols to the retirement home. 
 
3/4 TD: We’re enjoying our little christmas project and have enjoyed listening to Christmas stories. 
 
Yr 5: We have been preparing our leadership speeches and have enjoyed all being in the same class with Mrs 
Barnes  
 

  

Diary Dates 

Wed 4, Thurs 5, Fri 6 December Swimming Program 
Sunday 8th December End of Year Mass including Light of Leadership 
Monday 9th December Swimming 

Book Collection 2-4 pm 
Tuesday 10th December Year 6 Graduation 
Wed 11, Thurs 12, Fri 13 Dec Swimming Program 
Monday 16th December Year 6 Big Day Out 
Wednesday 18th December End of Year 12.00pm 
Tuesday 28th January 2020 School Office reopens 
Thursday 30th January 2020 All children return Prep-Year 6 
Tuesday 4th February School Mass 12.00 
Sunday 9th February Year 6 Leadership and Staff Commissioning Mass 9.00am 

 
Hello parents, 
There are still 4 unicorn pinata’s left for those that are interested? Great fun for the kids and 
adults as well, and could even be used for New Year celebrations! They cost $35 and have 
over 500 grams of good quality wrapped lollies inside. 
  
Regards 
Marj & Jac 
 

Advanced Notice  

5/6 Camp for 2020: Mon 2nd March- Wed 4th March 

3/4 Camp for 2020: Thurs 22nd Oct-Fri 23rd Oct  

School Photos: Thurs 27th Feb 

Sat 13th/ Sun 14th June: First Eucharist 
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SJV Christmas Hampers  

 
Hi SJV Community! 
 
Over the next few weeks, we will be spreading Christmas cheer by collecting items 
to make Christmas hampers for local, elderly residents in our East Parkdale area. 
Everyone enjoys celebrating Christmas with yummy treats and this is our chance to 
spread some Christmas cheer by giving something back to people in our community. 
 
We will be putting up a Christmas tree display in the office foyer. The tree will have 
baubles attached, with names of inexpensive items which can be purchased for the 
hampers.  
 
They are small items, such as Christmas pudding, decorations, mince pies, sweet 
biscuits, basic toiletries etc. 
 
Please help us spread the love and bring a smile to people in our Parish this 
Christmas, by taking a bauble or two off the tree, purchasing the item/s, then leaving 
them in the tub under the tree.  
 
Volunteers from St Vincent de Paul will wrap and distribute the hampers to needy 
residents. 
 
Please make sure all items are in the tub by Friday 13th December, Week 10 
(second last week of school). 
 
Thanks! 
 
St.John Vianney’s  Student Social Justice Team. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 


