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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 6th August 2020  

Dear Families, 

Last Tuesday was a special day for our school, it was the 
feast of St. John Vianney which has also been the day 
that we have traditionally celebrated Grandparents Day. 
Hopefully when we all get back together we will be able to have the 
Grandparents here and celebrate with them.  

Our Patron Saint, St.John Vianney was born on 8th May 1786 in Dardilly (near 
Lyon) in France, he was one of 6 children. He was ordained a priest on 12th 

August 1815 and died on 4th August 
1859 aged 73. St.John Vianney is the 
Patron Saint of all parish priests. I 
encourage you to go onto our 
website- 
www.sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au and 
have a look at the presentation 

“Celebrating St. John Vianney’s Feast day”, it will bring a smile to your dial. 

Whilst on the subject of our website there are a number of other 
presentations there that have recently been put up to share with you and the 
broader community: 

 Our Online Assembly for Term 3 Week 4, through this term we will 
have a weekly Tuesday afternoon school assembly uploaded to the website 
featuring news and Student of the Week awards 
 A heartwarming presentation “Some Inspiration for Home Learning” 
is a wonderful reflection on the many fun and special things that happen 
during our learning here at St.John Vianney’s 
 Our Virtual School Tour is also there and well worth a look. 

Work Packs 

The Student Work Packs for weeks 5 & 6 are available for collection from the 
Office Foyer today and tomorrow they will be available from the benches 
outside the Year 1/2 classrooms as per previous collections. 

St. John Vianney’s Fete 

Following a Zoom meeting last Tuesday the decision has been made that it 
won’t be practical to try and have a Fete this year. This is particularly sad 
because of our 60th Anniversary celebrations that were going to be a part of 
the Fete. Planning will now start to look at how we can celebrate this special 
anniversary without our fete. If you have any ideas please feel free to email 
them through. 
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Parent Teacher Interviews  

Last Monday you received an email regarding our online Parent Teacher Interviews. The online bookings 
close tomorrow at 3:30pm. Each interview will be online for 10minutes and if you have had a PSG meeting 
during this week you do not have a Parent Teacher Interview as well. Details regarding your log on to the 
Parent Teacher meeting will be sent home next week via each classroom teacher. 

Take care 

Shane Regan 

Calendar 

Friday 18th September  End of Term 3:  1pm finish 
Monday 5th October Term 4 begins 
Tueday 6th October STOMP Dance Program begins 
Monday 2nd November Student Free Day 
Tuesday 3rd November Cup Day Public Holiday 
Monday 9th Nov- Fri 13th Nov 5/6 Camp to Canberra 
Wed 18th , Thurs 19th November Life Ed Van 
Monday 30th November Whole School 60 Year Anniversary Excursion  
Thursday 3rd December Combined Art Show and Carols Night 
Tuesday 8th December Graduation Year 6 

Email from Fr Michael we received on Tuesday 
Dear Friends of St John Vianney and St Patrick 

I have just offered Mass for everyone in our parish as we celebrate today the feast of one of our patrons, St 
John Vianney. 

Grandparents’ Day Mass at SJV would have occurred today, 4th August. I look forward to a day that I can 
celebrate Mass with you all again.  

St John Vianney was assigned to an impoverished and remote village near Lyons in south eastern France 
because, so it was judged, the village would not place too many demands on his limited abilities.  

By default, the bishop’s judgment was a stroke of brilliance. He was unaware of the great capacity for love of 
the newly appointed pastor. John Vianney was equally close to God and to his parishioners. His gentle urging 
to lead a Christian way of life and his insight and compassion in the ministry of Confession resulted in his 
becoming the ‘virtual’ parish priest of tens of thousands who flocked to the little parish of Ars.  

This year, his feast day coincides with the restricted lifestyle that is needed at present. In the words of Pope 
Francis, (the COVID period) “reminds us that we have forgotten and neglected some of the important things 
in life and makes us reflect on what is truly important and necessary and what is less important or only 
apparently so.” 

I wish you blessings of perseverance, wisdom, patience spiced with joy and faith in God’s care. May 
everyone in your home stay safe and in good health. St John Vianney, pray for us. 

Family life is busy at any time. Now, I expect, your work commitments and your guidance of your children’s 
education leave you little spare time. 
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That precious hour permitted for exercise might also be a chance for a prayerful minute in the open air. 
Prayer with God can strengthen our resolve and provide us with guideposts to follow when we are faced 
with difficult days. Most of all, we can pray to not let fear and anger push our love for each other out of our 
hearts. 

Fr Michael 
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The message below is from one of our Environment Leaders at SJV, Leila TImms.  She and many 
other students posted photos of themselves on “National Tree Day”.  Each year SJV celebrates this 
day by planting trees and shrubs around our School.  We were not able to do that this year, but 
instead some of the activities that were organised were to have students create a poster about how 
to plant a tree and for students to send in a photo of themselves with a tree.  Here is Leila’s 
message and some of our photos.  

 

“Happy Tree Day Everyone! 
  
Today is hug a tree day but because we are not at school, and 
cannot plant any trees, this year we've all taken photos of 
ourselves hugging a tree and sent it to Mrs Peppard to help 
celebrate this important day.  Stay safe everyone.  Leila Timms.” 
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