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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 30th April 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
 
Last Friday was our Take Home Pack pick up day, thank 
you to all families in our school because all packs were 
collected and many pieces of work dropped in. I tried as best I could to chat 
to each family and I found a wonderful spirit of support and willingness to 
have a go amongst you, the parents. Many of you spoke of hiccups along the 
way but you also gave me some great insights into the creative ways that you 
and your children have taken to the At Home/Online Learning, 
congratulations. As a staff our approach has been to provide a range of work 
both online and hard copy so that you can complete the work within 
timeframes that suit the family. 

Last Friday we held our online 
ANZAC Day reflection which I 
hope you had a look at on 
Seesaw. Even though we didn’t 
have our students physically there 
so many families had dropped off 
their poppies which gave it a 
feeling of school community. 
Thank you to the following 
families who contributed to our 
Poppy Wall of Remembrance- 
Camera, Calman, Nugent, Bogdan, Pearce, Barber, Mckean, Ruska, Mefsut, 
Kurzke, Bakos, Dunk, Zamora, Ingle, Arendarcikas, Johnson, Williams, 
Darmanin, Costante, Zia, Day, White, Crowley, Cleary, Muscat, White, 
Bedford, Donovan, Rodrigues, Nguyen, Beck, Zambiasi, Saulle, Vines, 
Terblanche, Ferguson, Mavroudis, Sullivan, Hannan, Timms, McGaw, 
Mulcahy, James, Anasta, Barry, Male, Garzon. 

If I have missed any families I do apologise, it would be because I couldn’t 
find your name on the poppy. I hope that your families were able to join in on 
the Dawn Service in your street. 

Next Take Home Pack 

Your next Take Home Pack will be available for collection on Friday 8th May 
from 9:15am- 3:00pm as per your previous pick up. ALSO AND ESPECIALLY on 
the same day the PFA will be conducting our Annual Mother’s Day stall.  

The stall will run from 9:30-11:30 in the front half of the multi-purpose room 
and I will coordinate the social distancing requirements. As always the stall 
will offer the children a range of gifts (all gifts are wrapped) for 
mum/grandma/nana and they are $5 each. I hope that all families can come 
along and support this PFA effort. 
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eSports  

Thank you to the many families who have already completed their eSports Day at home. You were asked to 
complete the events by Friday afternoon but given the rough weather I’ve extended the completion time 
until 10.00am next Monday morning. Obviously a number of families took advantage of Tuesday’s good 
weather by completing their events and dressing up in their team colours. To those families who are yet to 
complete their events and add a splash of team colour we look forward to seeing your endeavours, like the 
ones featured in this newsletter. 

School Closure Day- Friday 15th May 

In consultation with Fr.Michael and Tim Noonan (Principal of St.Patrick’s) both of our Parish schools will be 
having a pupil free/no contact day on Friday 15th May. Following the many discussions that I have had with 
friends and many of you parents there has been a common thread that the greater majority of people 
working from home are putting in a lot of extra time and effort. This is similar for our teachers and although I 
have asked them to pare back the amount of time that they are working, they have found that it isn’t always 
possible. As a result Fr. Michael, Tim and I have called this closure/non-contact day to support the teacher’s 
wellbeing.  

Enrolments 

If you know of anyone who is considering their child’s Prep placement for 2021 let them know that I am 
available here every day to provide information or tours. Currently we have 12 enrolments with room for 
more, we would really love to get to 21 for 2021. So if you know of anyone please encourage them to call 
and we accept enquiries from Catholic and non-Catholic families.  

Time Capsule 

As this is our 60th Anniversary we are thinking about ways to mark this event, a thought that I have had and 
would like to explore is a Time Capsule and given the effects of the Coronavirus on all of our lives the Time 
Capsule might be a twofold record of how we celebrated our 60th and how we lived through this infamous 
year. If you have any thoughts or experience with Time Capsules feel free to contact me. 

From Fr. Michael 

Dear Families 

I was very conscious last Sunday that it would have been the First Communion Commitment Mass for our 
children in grade 3. During the live stream of Mass from St Patrick’s that morning, I asked the viewers to pray 
for the children. 

The uncertainty about a date for their reception of this Sacrament is relatively minor in comparison to the 
uncertainty that everyone has lived through in the past six weeks. 

Amanda Vanstone wrote in an op ed about the experience of children unavoidably coming to awareness of 
such devastating events. Parenting is a noble vocation in the humdrum and the critical cycles of family life, as 
I’m sure you felt as you responded to their questions and fears. 

God bless you until we all meet again. 

Fr Michael 
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SINGER URGES SUPPORT TO PROTECT THE WORLD’S MOST MARGINALISED DURING COVID-19  

Australian singer, songwriter and musician, Gary Pinto will lead a free online concert on Saturday, May 9 for Project 
Compassion, bringing Australian and international music start direct from their loungeroom to yours. Gary is urging 
thousands of school children, teachers, churches and families across Australia during this challenging time, to stand in 
solidarity with those most vulnerable to COVID-19 globally, during Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion. 

 

Take care 

Shane Regan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing the following students a Happy Birthday… 

Hannah Day 24th April, Scarlett Proudfoot Napier 28th April 
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School Sports Day 
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Photos from home….. 
 

Lukas enjoyed making ANZAC biscuits 

 
 
 

Lego Challenge Year 
5/6 

Caiden is the winner for Week 1 of the 5/6 
Lego Challenge. Congratulations !  
“My Lego Model shows the three different bins,(Recycling, 
Compost and General Waste,)and what to put in each one. Then it 
shows what different objects can be recycled into something new, 
like metal, rubber tyres, and broken glass. I then made a machine 
that turns things like glass and metal into other things like a car.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mothers Day 
Stall………. 
Friday 8th May 9.30-
11.30am at school 
Children can come along and 
buy a gift for mum and 
nana while parents are 
collecting the next take home 
pack.  

Thank you to our PFA for 
organising this  
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Staff Corner……. What are our staff doing during this time ? Lots of school 
work but they also have time for some of their other interests……… 
 
 

 

Mrs Murphy has been teaching herself how to play the guitar 

 

 

Mrs O’Shannessy is taking lots of 
walks on the beach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Blackmore is going for some nice walks with her children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Heiberg’s cat Coco just turned one and 
had a cake to celebrate! 

 

 

 

 

It would be great if you could send through a photo of your family doing something together 
if you are happy for it to go in our newsletter. Send through to 
office@sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au 
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