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Celebrating 60 Years of Catholic Education  
Thursday 16th April 2020  

 
Dear Families, 
Welcome to week 1 of Term 2, 2020 a time that I’m sure 
we will never forget. Hopefully everyone now has their 
packs these were all mailed out and went into the 
Australia Post truck last Thursday (I happened to be at the post office at the 
time they went into the van) but I am aware that there were a couple of 
families still waiting late yesterday afternoon. This week we were going to 
have our Resurrection paraliturgy and the Life Ed van, hopefully you 
celebrated the Resurrection at home on Easter Sunday and we have 
rescheduled the Life Ed van for the 18th & 19th November. 

ANZAC Day Reflection 

We will have an ANZAC Day reflection 
from school next Friday afternoon and it 
will be available to you via Seesaw from 
2:00pm. At our flagpole area we have a 
large plinth (that was procured for us by 
Adam Strom) which is the centrepiece for 
when we have our ANZAC Day and 
Remembrance Day school reflections.  

I would like all families, where possible, to 
be involved by making a family poppy- no 
bigger than half of an A4 sheet. You need to drop your poppy into our 
letterbox, at the entrance to the school, by 9:00am on Friday 24th April. All 
poppies will then be attached to the plinth and surrounding area as the 
backdrop for our reflection. I realise that poppies are the symbol for 
Remembrance Day but I’m sure that it will be ok to use them for this day. I 
look forward to collecting the poppies each day from our letterbox. 

School Sports 

Our School Sports are scheduled for Tuesday 28th April and they will go ahead 
but in each of your family homes and yards. I am currently working on 
activities that can be done at home with the results going to points scored for 
our various teams.  

The first thing that we need to do is give our house colours a permanent 
name and what better time than this year as we celebrate our 60th 
Anniversary. We have 3 teams Red, White and Blue, so we will need 3 names, 
well sort of. I think that one of the teams should be called O’Hanlon because 
that’s the name of the Parish Priest of St. John Vianney’s Parish who 
established the school 60 years ago. 

So we are looking for 2 more nominations and I think they should have a 
sporting link. Please send me your nominations by Monday 20th and I will 
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organise an on-line voting for our community, children and parents will be welcome to vote but please only 
one vote per person. 

More details about the sports will be in next week’s newsletter. If you have any ideas for events that could 
fit the at home criteria please feel free to email them through to me. 

 

Your next batch of work- please collect Friday 24th April 

 

Currently your mail out covers the first 2 weeks of term. I don’t want to do a mail out every 2 weeks because 
as you are all aware the mail hasn’t all arrived on the same day and it is quite an expensive exercise.  

Your next batch of enveloped material will be available for collection from school on Friday 24th April from 
9:15- 3:00pm. It will be in boxes marked for each class and they will be located on the benches outside 
rooms 1 and 2, appropriate social distancing will apply and you can collect your own material and that of 
friends, if that suits you. 

When you collect your envelope you can also drop off some samples of work that your child has completed 
and you would like some feedback on (please make sure that it would be in a labelled envelope) 

About At Home Learning 

As you work with your children and if you experience a difficulty with any of the work please contact your 
child’s teacher via email and they can follow up with you. All teachers will be available on-line from 8:45am – 
3:45pm, they may not respond straight away because they are in an on line meeting or working with another 
child. 

We are all aware of the demands that will be placed on every household’s IT capabilities and as such I have 
asked our staff not to create strict timetables but rather allow for flexibility of student work times and 
ensure that they (the staff) check in with each child once a week. 

If you have any matters that you wish to discuss with me please feel free to email or ring me at school 
Monday to Friday from 8:30-4:00pm. 

 

A thought about learning 

When I was a young teenager through to my early 20s I used to often spend time with my uncle Ed who was 
one of those guys who could turn his hand to anything. 90% of our time together was spent in his garage 
where he taught me how to spray paint my EH Holden, how to put the motor back together on his boat and 
how to set up a microphone to a PA system, amongst a whole lot of other things. All of this was done 
without a book, a whiteboard or an IT device. He talked, I talked, he did it, I had a go, all with no structure 

Don’t underestimate the learning that can take place by sharing experiences and involving your children. 

A great activity I heard of this week was where a family bought a chimenea and are now having a fire 
outside, sitting around it in their camping chairs, having their special campfire drinks, talking about lots of 
things and having the opportunity to sit in the “Firemaster’s Chair”. I love it 
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Welcome to the world Lucy Grace ! 

Congratulations to Gen and Grant Fikaris 
on the safe arrival of Lucy Grace on the 6th 
April. Mum and babe both doing well. 

 

 

 

 

Take care 

Shane Regan 

 

  

 

 

 

Wishing the following students a Happy Birthday… 

Charles Meunier 18th March, Patrick Calabrese 19th March, Lucas Costante 22nd March, Lukas Ingle 23rd 
March, Lillian Mavroudis and Finn McKean 25th March, Alex Anasta 28th March, Tailah Buckley 31st March, 
Ashley Joseph 9th April, Lexi Mulcahy 12th April, Samuele Connell Calarco 14th April, Thea and Tijana Huynh 
Koncar and Noah Patestos 15th April and Max Bedford 16th April. 

 

 
Staff Corner……. What are our staff doing during this time ? Lots of school work but they also have 
time for some of their other interests……… 
 

Here is Mrs Tancheff. She has been busy painting and has 
created her own solataire game 
with Bananagram.  
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Here is Miss Heys, she has been busy doing jigsaws, tie dying 
some tshirts and eating watermelon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

It would be great if you could send through a photo of your family doing something together 
if you are happy for it to go in our newsletter. Send through to 
office@sjvparkdale.catholic.edu.au 
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